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A Second Look at the Saudis

3.  A Global Agenda

As we have seen, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia appears to have become a 
totalitarian theocracy, one geared toward indoctrinating an entire nation of Wahhabi ideologues.  
The call to wage jihad against the infidel is propagated throughout the Kingdom’s basic social 
institutions by the authoritarian religious officials who control them.  By far the most alarming 
consequence of this constant ideological indoctrination is the sheer number of young men who 
have heeded that call.  As we saw in Part 1, the Kingdom’s own intelligence service has 
estimated that 25,000 Saudi nationals received paramilitary training and/or experience abroad 
prior to September 11.1 Others have estimated that number to be even higher.2 These fanatical 
young men have filled the ranks of both Al Qaeda, and the broader mujahideen campaigns in 
such jihadist hotspots as Chechnya, Bosnia, Sudan and Algeria.  However, this is only one part 
of a much larger story. 

Financial Jihad
Not content to indoctrinate their own, the Saudis are also spending billions in petrodollars 

to spread their vicious ideology throughout the Muslim world.  And the scope of this effort is 
truly staggering.  David Aufhauser, the former general counsel of the U.S. Treasury Department, 
testified before the U.S. Senate that Saudi Arabia has spent “north of $75 billion” to export 
Wahhabism around the world, mostly through Saudi-based Islamic charities.3 The Saudi 
government news weekly Ain-al-Yaqeen echoed that estimate, reporting that the Kingdom had 
spent more than $70 billion “to spread Islam to every corner of the earth.”4 One analyst has 
described the Saudi missionary program as “the largest worldwide propaganda campaign ever 
mounted,” surpassing even the expenditures of the Soviet Union at the height of the Cold War.5  
Indeed, no less an authority than Bernard Lewis has observed that oil revenues have “allowed the 
Saudis to spread this fanatical, destructive form of Islam all over the Muslim world and among 
the Muslims in the West.  Without oil and the creation of the Saudi kingdom, Wahhabism would 
have remained a lunatic fringe.”6  

The ultimate motivation for such spending is, of course, the Wahhabi ideology itself.  
One of the Five Pillars of Islam established in the Koran requires that all Muslims give 2.5% of 
their income to charity. These donations are known as zakat.7 The amount of zakat donated in 
Saudi Arabia has been estimated to be around $10 billion annually.8 Predictably, the Wahhabis 
have now co-opted this mainstream institution within Islam to promote jihadism.  As noted in 
Part 2, the former Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia, Sheikh Abdul Aziz bin Baz, promoted jihad as 
the highest calling of the Muslim faith.  However, he also promoted “financial jihad” (jihad bi-l-
maal) – the use of Saudi Arabia’s financial resources to support those fighting to make 
Wahhabism the dominant creed in the Muslim world (and beyond).9 The principle is expounded 
in solicitations by Saudi charities, one of which declared that, “God equated martyrdom through 
JIHAD with supplying funds for the JIHAD effort.  All contributions should be mailed to . . .”10  
Another solicitation asserted that, “it is likely the most important . . . disbursement of Zakat in 
our times is on the jihad for God’s cause.”11 Even Saudi grade school textbooks address this 
theme.  For instance, a ninth-grade textbook teaches that:
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Out of the principle of responsibility towards our Muslim brethren, our state has 
spared no effort . . . in saving the Muslims in Kashmir from the conspiracies that 
threaten the existence of a whole people.  The Muslims in Kashmir expect much 
of their Muslim brethren, as the Kashmiri Jihad movements call upon the Muslim 
states to intensify their efforts to support them politically and economically.12  

And a tenth-grade textbook justifies the Kingdom’s financial support of the Intifada, teaching 
that, “Holy Jihad is the Muslims’ path to the recovery of Palestine.”13  

Osama bin Laden himself has addressed the link between zakat and jihad directly on a 
number of occasions.  For instance, during an interview with ABC News in December 1998, Bin 
Laden stated that, “Muslims and Muslim merchants, in particular, should give their zakat and 
their money in support of this state [the Taliban regime].”14 Of course, he made this statement 
when Al Qaeda itself was nestled safely in Afghanistan under the Taliban’s protection.  Bin 
Laden addressed the issue again in a videotaped statement filmed in January 2001.  He 
proclaimed, “Deserve credit those traders and businessmen who give Zakat so that they can help 
arm that ill-equipped Lashkar [a jihadist group in Kashmir].”15 He took a more strategic 
perspective on the link between Saudi wealth and “financial jihad” in 1996, when he addressed 
those who would attack the oil fields of Saudi Arabia.  Bin Laden cautioned, “I would like to 
alert my brothers, the Mujahideen, the sons of the nation, to protect this wealth and not include it 
in the battle as it is a great Islamic treasure and sizeable economic resource essential for the soon 
to be established Islamic state.”16  

And just as Wahhabism prescribes, this missionary effort includes not only conventional 
outreach programs, but also the use of terrorism and paramilitary insurgencies to overthrow 
moderate and democratic governments and replace them with theocratic states following the 
Saudi archetype.  Indeed, in reviewing the campaign to spread the Wahhabi creed abroad, one 
finds again and again that the work of Saudi-based Islamic “charities,” government emissaries 
and Wahhabi missionaries are consistently intertwined with the efforts of Al Qaeda operatives 
and Islamist insurgents.  Extremist violence and hateful rhetoric invariably follow hand-in-hand 
with seemingly altruistic missionary and education programs. How these elements ultimately 
play out varies from place to place.  In some locales, the Saudis and their minions appear to have 
engineered jihadist insurgencies from scratch.  In others, they have supported or co-opted 
existing civil wars and insurrections, effectively pouring gasoline on an already burning fire.  But 
the end results are always the same – terror and violence.

A Helping Hand
The process almost always begins with the apparent generosity and good will of Saudi 

benefactors, but the domineering agenda of Wahhabism soon reveals itself.  The Chicago 
Tribune nicely summarized how the Wahhabi machine uses massive amounts of cash to establish 
footholds in vulnerable communities around the globe:

Billions of Saudi charitable dollars changed hands, with the money originating 
from a variety of sources, including the king himself, thousands of members of 
the royal family, numerous millionaires and millions of average Saudis.  Most of 
these people donated for religious reasons, fulfilling the Islamic requirement that 
Muslims give 2.5 percent of their annual net worth to charity [zakat]. . . .
The Saudis would eventually help establish at least 1,500 mosques abroad.  They 
would also aid 2,000 Islamic schools, sponsor summer camps for children, 
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supplement the salaries of many prayer leaders and spend millions of dollars on 
Muslim research centers and endowed teaching positions at some of the world’s 
top universities, including Harvard and Oxford. . . .
And while the Saudis would insist that strings were not attached to their giving, 
some Muslim groups would think otherwise.
Muslims in Bosnia-Herzegovina would become upset when the Saudis tried to 
impose dress codes.  The mosque in Northbrook, the Islamic Cultural Center of 
Greater Chicago, would reluctantly halt coed folk dancing in the basement, partly 
because of Saudi complaints.  And the American Society of Muslims, the 1.5 
million-member African-American group based in Chicago, would quit taking 
Saudi money because of unacceptable demands.
“They wanted to tell me what to teach in the schools and what to use as 
curriculum,” recalled W. Deen Mohammed, the former head of the association. 
“Our leaders won’t accept that.”

Others would assail the Saudis for publishing hate-filled books.  One religious 
encyclopedia, published by a Saudi charity, called Jews “humanity’s enemies; 
they foment immorality in this world.”17

As one U.S official confirmed to Time magazine, Saudi charities exact a price for new and 
improved mosques and community centers, “It’s conditioned on the preaching of Wahhabism.”18  

In Part 2, we saw how the Saudi education system has played a central role in 
indoctrinating an entire generation of young men into a rabidly xenophobic ideology.  A 
principal aim of the Wahhabi outreach effort is to project that same education system abroad, 
principally by funding boarding schools known as madrassas around the world.  The PBS news 
program Frontline noted that this is a truly global operation, reporting that over the past few 
decades, “Saudi charities established hundreds of religious schools, or madrassas, from Malaysia 
to Uzbekistan, from the Sudan to Pakistan.”19 By the mid-1990’s it was estimated that over one 
million children had been educated in the Wahhabi curriculum outside Saudi Arabia.20 And the 
doctrines of war-as-religion and the infidel-as-enemy are alive and well in these schools.  As 
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld pointed out, these madrassas “aren’t training people in 
mathematics or languages or sciences or whatever, humanities — they’re training people to kill.  
They’re training people to go out and kill innocent men, women, and children.”21

What’s more, the same Saudi-based charities that are building community centers one 
day are aiding and abetting Al Qaeda and other like-minded jihadists the next.  While most 
Americans understand (correctly) that Saudi charities have been used to funnel money to Osama 
bin Laden, the mainstream media has generally glossed over the full significance of that 
connection.  The conventional wisdom seems to be that the conduits for financing Al Qaeda are 
mysterious fly-by-night operations run by crafty and elusive ne’er-do-wells.  In fact, this 
financial apparatus is led by the wealthiest and most well-connected members of Saudi society 
(as amply illustrated by the members of the “Golden Chain” discussed in Part 1).  And among 
the Saudi-based charities surreptitiously funding Al Qaeda and the broader jihadist movement 
are the largest and most prominent Islamic charities in the world, including the Saudi Red 
Crescent,22 the Al Haramain Foundation, the International Islamic Relief Organization, and the 
World Assembly of Muslim Youth (“WAMY”).23  
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Moreover, not only have these organizations been responsible for financing a number of 
jihadist campaigns around the globe, they have also formed an integral part of the logistics and 
supply networks of these campaigns, as well – transporting weapons and foot soldiers directly to 
the front lines.  As French terrorism expert Jean-Charles Brisard explained:

Saudi charities are present at every stage of terrorism. . . . In documents seized in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2002 during searches of Benevolence International 
Foundation offices, and obtained by the 9/11 families, charities appear as part of 
Al-Qaida, fully integrated in its organizational structure to the point of creating a 
symbiotic relationship with it, acting as umbrellas, safe houses and military bases 
for Al Qaida operatives.24

U.S. News & World Report has seconded Brisard’s assessment, reporting that, “As front 
organizations, the charities were ideal.  Some provided safe houses, false identities, travel 
documents.  Others offered arms and materiel.  Nearly all dispensed sizable amounts of cash, 
according to the CIA, with little or no documentation.”25 And at one point, even Saudi officials 
were willing to concede this role.  During the Bosnian conflict, The New York Times reported 
that, “Despite formal denials from the relief organizations, Saudi officials say an increasing 
amount of the charity on behalf of the Bosnians is now used to provide arms and logistical 
support for Arab volunteers.”26 The American equivalent of all this would be if the American 
Red Cross, the Salvation Army, the YMCA and Goodwill Industries were found to be actively 
exporting hatred and violence around the world.  

In Part 1 we saw how U.S. authorities rolled up the Al Haramain Foundation, branch by 
branch, until the entire organization was declared a financial conduit of Al Qaeda by the U.S. 
Treasury Department.   An equally striking example of the role Saudi-based charities have 
played is that of the International Islamic Relief Organization (the “IIRO”).  Founded in 1978, 
the IIRO has been described as “the richest and most active Islamic charity in the world.”27 Its 
parent organization, the Muslim World League (the “MWL”), was founded in 1962 and, 
according to one authority, has since “functioned as the quasi-official religious missionary and 
propaganda arm of the Saudi Kingdom.”28 The direct link between the MWL and the Saudi 
government was clearly illustrated in March 1997, when the MWL’s secretary general publicly 
praised King Fahd for the $1.33 billion he had donated to the organization over the years.29  

Like many other Saudi-based charities, and like Al Qaeda itself, the IIRO has its roots in 
the Saudi-backed campaign to push the Soviets out of Afghanistan during the 1980’s.  The MWL 
was originally tasked with sponsoring the Palestinian jihadist Sheikh Abdullah Azzam (Osama 
bin Laden’s predecessor and mentor) in leading the “Arab Afghan” mujahideen in that fight.30  
CIA veteran Robert Baer reports that the IIRO quickly became the primary tool for funneling 
money from the Kingdom to the jihadists in Afghanistan.  He explained:

When Saudi Arabia decided to fund the Afghan moujahidin in the early 1980’s, 
the IIRO proved a perfect fit, a money conduit and plausible denial rolled into 
one.  If the IIRO was caught breaking some country’s law, or one of its 
employees strayed and joined a terrorist group, Saudi Arabia could simply 
disclaim responsibility, a sleight of hand that has spared the royal family a lot of 
embarrassment over the years.31

The same Tareekh Osama file, discovered by Bosnian authorities in March 2002, which exposed 
the Golden Chain of Al Qaeda financiers also contained documents showing the extent of the 
IIRO’s involvement in Afghanistan.  In one memorandum on IIRO stationary, which 
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documented a meeting between future Al Qaeda operatives, the suggestion was made that IIRO 
offices be established in Pakistan for the express purpose that “attacks will be launched from 
them.”32 Another document, an official letter also on IIRO letterhead, suggested that jihadist 
volunteers use the IIRO and MWL as “an umbrella you can stay under.”33

Once the Soviets had been driven out of Afghanistan, the IIRO quickly redirected its 
efforts to other jihadist hotspots, including the ethnic conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina.  The IIRO 
began by funneling cash and “relief workers” to Bosnia to help in the defense of the besieged 
Muslims there.34 Eventually, the organization would send weapons shipments to the front lines 
to help arm the Bosnian Muslims and foreign volunteers (hundreds of whom were Saudis 
themselves) who fought in the conflict.35 And Serbian forces were soon finding humanitarian 
worker identifications cards issued by the IIRO office in Pakistan on the bodies of Saudi fighters 
killed on the battlefield.36  

By 1996, the relationship between the IIRO and global jihadism was beginning to 
become clear to U.S. intelligence officials.  As The Wall Street Journal reported:

As early as 1996, the U.S. government possessed detailed information concerning 
terrorist penetration of Islamic charities world-wide, an intelligence report from 
that period shows. . . .
[The report] lists the Saudi-backed International Islamic Relief Organization, or 
IIRO, as having “extremist connections,” including to the Palestinian group 
Hamas, Algerian radicals, and the Egyptian precursor to al Qaeda, Al-Gamaat Al-
Islamiya.
“The IIRO is affiliated with the Muslim World League, a major international 
organization largely financed by the government of Saudi Arabia,” the report 
states, connecting the IIRO to al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden and convicted 
terrorist Ramzi Yousef. . . . Finally, it says, “the IIRO helps fund six militant 
training camps in Afghanistan, according to a clandestine source.”37

On the last point, note that in congressional testimony in October 2003, Jean-Charles Brisard 
confirmed that the IIRO had “funded at least 6 training camps referred to as terrorist training 
camps by the US government, including the Darunta camp, a facility used for chemical and 
biological weapons testing.”38 While the above report from 1996 may have attributed this 
pervasive behavior to “terrorist penetration” of the IIRO, as we’ve now seen there is a much 
more direct explanation.  The agents of the IIRO were simply following the tenets of Saudi 
Arabia’s official state religion, Wahhabism, which they had learned over a lifetime of education.  

The relationship between the IIRO and Al Qaeda’s training camps in Afghanistan was 
further illuminated by the capture of a Bangladeshi IIRO worker named Sayed Abu Nasir in 
1999.39 Nasir was arrested by Indian authorities after he was caught scouting targets for a 
terrorist attack on U.S. diplomatic offices in Madras and Calcutta.  He had four pounds of 
explosives in his possession at the time. 40 Earlier, Nasir had worked for the director of IIRO 
operations in Asia, Sheikh Ahmed al-Gamdin.41 While at the IIRO, his superiors confided to him 
that between 40% and 50% of the IIRO’s funds were used to finance terrorist training camps in 
Afghanistan and Kashmir.42 Nasir himself was charged with the task of periodically visiting the 
camps to assess their financial needs. 43 Eventually, Shiekh Al-Gamdin instructed him to 
undergo military training at the camps, and he personally met with Osama bin Laden soon 
thereafter.44  
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Over time, IIRO operations would stretch into Southeast Asia and Africa, as well.  For 
instance, according to Philippine authorities, the IIRO office in Zamboanga City was the primary 
coordinating center for the Abu Sayyaf group, a local jihadist group seeking to form an 
autonomous Islamic state in the Philippines.45 Mohammed Jamal Khalifa, a high-level Al Qaeda 
operative from Saudi Arabia, ran the IIRO office in the Philippines from 1988 to 1994 and used 
the charity to channel funds to like-minded radicals throughout Southeast Asia.46 A brother-in-
law of Osama bin Laden himself, Khalifa would go on to become one of Al Qaeda’s most 
prolific members. Among other achievements, he has been named an unindicted coconspirator 
in the 1993 World Trade Center Bombing by the U.S. Justice Department, and has now been 
linked in federal court documents to the Bojinka plot – Al Qaeda’s foiled attempt to bomb a 
dozen American airliners in mid-flight over the Pacific.47 And Khalifa isn’t the only member of 
the Bin Laden family involved with the IIRO.  Back in Saudi Arabia, one of the more influential 
members on the IIRO board of directors was Tariq bin Laden, yet another of Osama’s brothers.48  
In addition to the controversy in the Philippines, the IIRO office in Nairobi was deregistered in 
1998 after Kenyan authorities discovered numerous connections between that office and the 
perpetrators of the African embassy bombings.49  

Looking over the IIRO’s global track record, terrorism expert Mathew Epstein testified 
before congress, “In various war-torn parts of the Muslim world, from Bosnia to the Philippines, 
IIRO was used by Arab-Afghan mujahideen as a major conduit for smuggling money, men, and 
weapons to and from the combat zone.”50 Indeed, the IIRO’s machinations have reached into the 
United States, as well.  Its U.S. office was established by Sulaiman bin Ali al-Ali, a prominent 
Saudi businessman, in July 1991.51 Al-Ali is a member of the IIRO’s executive committee, and a 
member of the Shura Council of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (a group of prominent advisors to 
the Saudi government).52 According to federal court documents, Al-Ali arrived in the United 
States with $10 million dollars to invest on behalf of the IIRO.53 However, things went downhill 
in a hurry.  In January 1997, FBI agents raided the Virginia headquarters of the IIRO as part of 
an investigation into terrorist financing, money laundering and fraud.54 In August 1998, as the 
investigation intensified, Al-Ali abruptly abandoned his residences in Virginia and California 
and returned to Saudi Arabia.55 Investigators ultimately found that millions of dollars in IIRO 
funds designated for humanitarian causes were unaccounted for.56 It was also discovered that Al-
Ali had surreptitiously disbursed millions of dollars to fund “relief” efforts on the frontlines of 
such jihadist hotspots as Bosnia, Sudan and Israel.57 Al-Ali remains in Saudi Arabia, a free man, 
to this day.58

A State Sponsor
While this movement may be a grassroots effort at its base (just like Al Qaeda itself), the 

Saudi government has clearly taken a direct role in facilitating this ideological campaign. As the 
United States Commission on International Religious Freedom (the “USCIRF”) found in its 2005 
annual report: 

The Saudi government itself has been implicated in promoting and exporting 
views associated with certain Islamic militant and extremist organizations in 
several parts of the world, and a number of reports have identified members of 
extremist and militant groups that have been trained as clerics in Saudi Arabia. 
. . . 
The Saudi government funds mosques, university chairs, Islamic study centers, 
and religious schools known as madrassas all over the world.  During 
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Afghanistan’s war against the former Soviet Union, Saudi-funded madrassas were 
established in Pakistan that were concerned less with scholarship than 
implementing an extremist agenda.  These madrassas provided ideological 
training for some of those who went to fight in Kashmir, Chechnya, and 
Afghanistan—and many of these schools still do.  The peaceful propagation of 
religious beliefs, including Islam, is a human right.  However, there is legitimate 
concern when a government may be propagating an ideology that promotes hatred 
and violence against both Muslims and non-Muslims.59

This is truly a national effort, one in which both the public and private sectors of a totalitarian 
theocracy are devoting nearly bottomless financial resources to missionary activity.

Even the official diplomatic corps of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has played an active 
part in spreading Wahhabism.  According to Mohammed al-Khilewi, a Saudi diplomat who 
defected to the U.S. because of the Kingdom’s policies, “The Saudi government spends billions 
of dollars to establish cultural centers in the U.S. and all over the world.  They use these centers 
to recruit individuals and to establish extreme organizations.”60  The Washington Post has 
provided further details on this effort:

[T]he Saudis created an Islamic affairs ministry in 1993 that was intended to be 
the key institution for exporting Wahhabism.  The ministry, officially known as 
the Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Endowment, Call and Guidance, is led by Saleh 
Sheik, a direct descendant of Ibn Abdul Wahab. . . .

The ministry’s outreach is formidable.  It pays the salaries of 3,884 Wahhabi 
missionaries and preachers, who are six times as numerous as the 650 diplomats 
in Saudi Arabia’s 77 embassies.  Ministry officials in Africa and Asia often have 
had more money to dispense than Saudi ambassadors, according to several Saudi 
sources.  The Islamic affairs officials also act as religious commissars, keeping 
tabs on the moral behavior of the kingdom’s diplomats.  In the United States, a 
40-person Islamic Affairs Department established in the Saudi Embassy in 
Washington became something of an independent body, with little supervision 
from the often absent ambassador, Prince Bandar bin Sultan.
Sheik estimated the Islamic affairs ministry’s budget at $530 million annually and 
said it goes almost entirely to pay the salaries of the more than 50,000 people on 
the ministry payroll.61

And the USCIRF has confirmed Al-Khilewi’s revelation, as well.  The Commission recounted:
It has been widely reported that Islamic affairs sections in Saudi embassies 
globally have been responsible for both distributing religious materials with 
inflammatory and hate-filled language toward non-Wahhabi religious groups and 
providing diplomatic status to Muslim clerics, even non-Saudi clerics, some of 
whom have been known to preach hate and intolerance of other religious 
communities.62

In addition to these efforts, note that by one count the Saudi elite now wield control or influence 
over as much as 90% of Arabic language newspapers, magazines, publishing houses, radio and 
television.63 Among its global media assets, the Saudi royal family is now the fourth-largest 
stakeholder of News Corp., the parent of Fox News.64 The Saudi government also owns a $130 
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million printing plant near Medina which has distributed 138 million copies of the Wahhabi 
Koran around the world.65

While U.S. officials have consistently shown indifference to the activities of our oil-rich 
“allies” abroad, others have already begun to push back against the Wahhabi threat.  Recounting 
his experiences as chairman of the National Security Council’s committee on terrorist financing, 
David Aufhauser testified before the USCIRF that, “more than one minister – prime minister –
told me that they will not even let a Saudi cleric into their land anymore for fear that the 
preaching would be preaching of hate and revolt and violence rather than religion.”66 Some of 
these ministers have already begun speaking out publicly.  Hajj Salih Brandt, the Chechen 
government’s special envoy to Europe, has bluntly warned that, “the whole political agenda of 
Wahhabi Fundamentalism . . . is a deviation of Islam taught in Madinah University in Saudi 
Arabia, sponsored by the Saudi government and exported from there. . . . Out of it have come 
Hamas, the Taliban, Osama bin Laden, the FIS [in Algeria], Sudan, and now the gangs roaming 
Chechnya and Daghestan.”67 Likewise, the former minister of education in Tunisia, Mohamed 
Charfi, wrote in The New York Times:

Osama bin Laden, like the 15 Saudis who participated in the criminal operations 
of September 11, seems to have been the pure product of his schooling.  While 
Saudi Arabia is officially a moderate state allied with America, it also has been 
one of the main supporters of Islamic fundamentalism because of its financing of 
schools following the intransigent Wahhabi doctrine.  Saudi backed madrassas in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan have played a significant role in the strengthening of 
radical Islam in those countries. . . .

Our hope is that young Tunisians, through a more secular education, can be 
brought up to value individual liberty and openness to others.68

But to truly appreciate the gravity of the situation it is necessary to take a closer look, country by 
country, at the Wahhabi machine in action.

Full Court Press
Afghanistan:  Saudi meddling in Afghanistan began with the direct support and approval of the 
United States.  In response to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, the U.S. and Saudi 
governments agreed to work together to undermine and drive out the Soviet occupiers.  
Financially, the U.S. agreed to match the Saudis dollar for dollar to finance this multi-billion 
dollar effort.69 According to CIA veteran Robert Baer, the Saudis kicked in $5.5 billion in 1981 
alone.70 Prince Salman bin Abdul Aziz and Sheikh Abdul Aziz bin Baz spearheaded the effort, 
contributing funds both directly and through the Muslim World League and IIRO.71 Eventually, 
Osama bin Laden entered the fight with the behind-the-scenes backing of the Saudi royal family.  
Indeed, in one interview Bin Laden explained that, “To counter these atheist Russians, the Saudis 
chose me as their representative in Afghanistan.”72

However, the true impact of the Saudis wouldn’t be felt until after the Soviets had pulled 
out in 1989.  Unlike the U.S., which was interested solely in thwarting Soviet aggression, the 
Saudis had much more ambitious plans for Afghanistan.  Those plans would ultimately come to 
fruition with the rise of the Taliban.  In a speech on the House floor just days after September 11, 
Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA), who had served as the Reagan administration’s point man on 
Afghanistan, discussed his experience dealing with the Saudis in the wake of the Soviet pullout.  
He recounted that the Taliban was very much a creation of the Saudis:
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I suggested to bring back the king of Afghanistan [King Zahir Shah] because he 
was a wonderful person and beloved by his people.  He was a person who was a 
moderate in his approach and never killed other people.  He, in fact, was truly a 
moderate and, I might say, pro-western or western oriented, although a devout 
Muslim.  But the Saudis wanted nothing to do with bringing back a moderate 
good-hearted king from exile.  They and their Pakistani allies were in the process
of creating a secret third force that I did not know anything about: the Taliban. 
But during my conversation, it was mentioned that a third force was being 
created, one that could take over Afghanistan and bring stability, but, of course, 
one that would do the bidding of their Pakistani and Saudi handlers. 

One must wonder why the Saudi Arabians and the Pakistanis are even to this day 
so involved in Afghanistan.  This is an important fact of history that we need to 
understand.  Number one, the type of religious fervor they have and the type of 
Islam they have in Saudi Arabia is very similar to that in Afghanistan.  It is 
unbending and intolerant and they do not permit any other faith in their country.73

International terrorism expert Rohan Gunaratna has also observed that the Taliban regime bore a 
striking resemblance to the Wahhabi theocracy of Saudi Arabia.  He wrote:

Meanwhile, the Saudi and Pakistani governments continued to aid [Bin Laden’s] 
hosts, the Taliban.  For instance, the Saudi intelligence chief Prince Turki al-
Faisal visited Kandahar and gave money to the Taliban in order to buy the loyalty 
of several opposition mujahidin commanders.  On another occasion the Saudis 
donated 400 pickup trucks to the Taliban, which they arranged to have flown to 
Kandahar. . . . 
As the Taliban enforced its writ, the agony of the people of Afghanistan 
increased.  With the exception of a few doctors, women were denied education 
and employment, and had to wear the veil.  Sexual intercourse outside of wedlock 
was punishable by 100 lashes or stoning to death; homosexuality was punishable 
by toppling a fifteen-foot brick wall on the guilty person with the aim of killing 
him; the hands and feet of thieves were amputated; television was banned, as were 
photography, singing, flying kites or playing or listening to music; prison was 
mandatory for those who failed to pray five times a day or did not fast for thirty 
days during Ramadan; Western hairstyles and the shaving or trimming of beards 
was outlawed, as were gambling, pigeon racing and dog racing.  While these hadd 
punishments were not the Taliban’s invention, having also been practiced in Saudi 
Arabia, they were carried out with especial zeal in Afghanistan.74

Thus, the ultimate aim of the Taliban regime was to create a totalitarian theocracy even more 
suffocating than that of their Saudi masters.    

As both Rohrabacher and Gutaratna note above, Pakistan also played a key role in the 
rise of the Taliban.75 But as investigative journalist Gerald Posner has noted, it was the Saudis 
who were ultimately calling the shots.  He reports that the Saudi royals were also funneling 
money directly to the Pakistanis, and specifically to radical elements of its intelligence agency 
(the “ISI”), to buy their loyalty and assistance in both organizing the Taliban and establishing 
Wahhabi madrassas inside Pakistan.76 For the Pakistanis, the arrangement had two major 
benefits.  It would allow them to keep their finger on developments in their neighbor to the north 
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(Afghanistan being an important strategic buffer with Iran), and it would help them acquire 
terrorist recruits from the madrassas for their operations in Kashmir.77

With the aid of their Wahhabi benefactors, the Taliban did indeed manage to achieve a 
new level of viciousness and violence.  Dana Rohrabacher continued on the House floor:

[A]ll too soon, the people of Afghanistan and the rest of the world were to 
discover that the Pakistanis and the Saudis had created a monster.

The Taliban were and are medieval in their words, in their world view, and their 
religious view.  They are violent, they are intolerant, they are fanatics that are 
totally out of sync with Muslims throughout the world, even Muslims in their own 
country, and they are especially out of sync with Muslims living in the western 
democracies. . . .
The Talibans believe they have a private line to God, and the rest of us, with our 
religious constrictions are, according to the Taliban, we are not only wrong, but 
we are evil.  That is why they have been willing to give safe haven to the likes of 
bin Laden, the Saudi terrorist who . . . has an army of several thousand gunmen 
who he has brought in from various parts of the world, so they are foreigners to 
the people of Afghanistan, and this group of gunmen have been running around 
Afghanistan like a pack of mad dogs killing anyone who is an enemy to Taliban 
power.  These foreign religious fanatics have killed thousands of Afghans, so the 
Taliban and bin Laden are as despised in that country as they are in our country 
today.78

Arriving at much the same conclusion, terrorism expert Dore Gold, who once served as the 
Israeli ambassador to the United Nations, further elucidated the religious motivations for the 
violence in Afghanistan.  He observed:

Given the Saudis active support for the Taliban—which the Saudi religious 
leadership backed—it is little wonder that in the 1990s the Afghan rebels moved 
even closer to Wahhabism. . . . 
As bin Laden gained influence, the Taliban’s acts reflected radical Wahhabi ideas.  
Historically, Afghan Sunni Muslims had not attacked the Shiite Muslim minority, 
but anti-Shiite reprisals began even before the Taliban takeover and grew more 
systematic under the Taliban regime.  Bin Laden’s Wahhabi fighters helped the 
Taliban massacre the Hazaras, a Persian-speaking Shiite group living in northern 
Afghanistan. . . . 
The Taliban essentially gave the Shiites three choices: convert to Sunni Islam, 
move to Iran, or be killed.  Tens of thousands of Mazar-i-Sharif residents fled for 
their lives; the Taliban killed many of these refugees from the air.  Between five 
and six thousand Shiites were killed in this Taliban campaign, according to 
United Nations and Red Cross sources.79

The Taliban’s persecution of Shiites was so aggressive that at one point they nearly provoked a 
war with Iran.  In October 1998, Iran massed 200,000 troops at its eastern border and demanded 
the release of scores of Iranian citizens who had been taken prisoner during the Taliban’s 
rampage.80 Noting the Taliban’s genocidal campaign against the Hazaras, Gold wryly concluded 
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that, “The Taliban came to follow the Wahhabi approach to Shiism, rather than the practice 
followed in other parts of the Islamic world.”81

The intimate relationship between the Saudis and the Taliban shouldn’t be surprising.  
After all, the term Taliban itself means “students”.82 And it’s not very difficult to figure out who 
the teachers are.  Saudi funded madrassas in Pakistan were the key to the rise of the Taliban.  
These Islamic boarding schools have been described as “a supply line for jihad” and “jihad 
factories.”83 One school in particular has drawn a significant amount of attention, the Haqqania 
Madrassa in the Northwest Frontier Province of Pakistan.  Haqqania has graduated more 
members of the Taliban’s leadership than any other madrassa, including the leader of the Taliban 
at the time of the September 11 attacks, Mullah Omar, and at least seven other Taliban 
ministers.84 At one point, when the Taliban was faring badly against their principal rivals in 
Afghanistan – the Northern Alliance, Haqqania was shut down and its students were sent directly 
to the front lines.85 Investigative journalist Jeffrey Goldberg visited the madrassa in July 2000.  
He found that many of the students were destitute, and in some cases the madrassa provided their 
last hope for a sense of family and security.86 In an attempt to challenge the students and test 
their beliefs, he asked one student why they praised Osama bin Laden:

“Osama wants to keep Islam pure from the pollution of the infidels,” he said. “He 
believes Islam is the way for all the world.  He wants to bring Islam to all the 
world.” . . . 
I asked the students if they thought it would be permissible, by the law of Islam, 
to use a nuclear bomb during the prosecution of a jihad. 
“All things come from Allah,” one student said. “The atomic bomb comes from 
Allah, so it should be used.” 
I asked one final question, more out of self-interest than anything else: What 
would you do if you learned that the C.I.A. had captured bin Laden and was 
taking him to America to stand trial? 

A student who gave his name as Muhammad stood up: “We would sacrifice our 
lives for Osama.  We would kill Americans.” 

What kind of Americans? 
“All Americans.”87

When The New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman visited the same school a year later, he 
made a telling observation.  On the wall of the school’s main classroom he saw a plaque 
declaring the facility “A Gift of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.”88  
Algeria: The extreme violence in Algeria during the 1990’s began when veterans of the jihad in 
Afghanistan began returning home.  They soon organized themselves into jihadist groups, two of 
the most prominent being the Islamic Salvation Front (the “FIS”) and the Armed Islamic Group 
(the “GIA”).89 What began as skirmishes in the street eventually grew into one of the bloodiest 
campaigns of the Wahhabi movement.  As The Seattle Times reported, the FIS “insisted Algeria 
be ruled by shariah, laws derived from strict interpretations of the Quran.  Saudi Arabia had 
already embraced this fundamentalism — there it was called Wahhabism.”90  Echoing the 
Wahhabi call for a return of the caliphate, one FIS pamphlet explained:
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Crusader France and some of the leaders of unbelief and atheism are working to 
encircle the FIS leaders who are abroad to impose a political blockade on the 
voices calling for the right to the Umma and the building of an Islamic state on 
Algerian soil.91

Also noteworthy, the reference to the “crusader” West which is a hallmark of Wahhabi rhetoric, 
as pointed out in Part 2.92

Once again, the Saudis played a direct role in financing the insurgency.  One expert noted 
that, “The FIS got a head start over other opposition parties because it enjoyed an informal 
support network in the mosques and was bolstered by heavy funding from Islamists in Saudi 
Arabia.”93 In fact, for decades international authorities have expressed concern about the flow of 
Saudi petrodollars to Algeria’s militants.  When U.S. State Department officials first tried to get 
the Saudi government to stop individuals and charities from funding Algerian jihadists during the 
Reagan administration, Saudi officials snidely replied that, “they couldn’t tell Saudis where to 
put their money.”94 In 1993, The Washington Post reported that the MWL had financed 
“institutions associated with Algeria’s Islamic movement.”95 That same year, according to The 
Financial Times, “Charles Pasqua, the then French interior minister, also visited the Saudi capital 
to complain about the alleged funding by a number of Saudi businessmen of insurgents in 
Algeria.”96 The response from the Saudi government appears to have been the same.  Indeed, the 
U.S. intelligence report from 1996 discussed above would later document how the IIRO had 
been supporting Algerian radicals.97

What’s more, Al Qaeda itself was directly involved in igniting the Algerian conflict.  
Rohan Gunaratna has reported that several hundred of the Algerian jihadists were initially 
trained in Al Qaeda’s camps, first in Afghanistan and later in Sudan.98 In particular, veterans 
from the Saudi funded mujahideen in Afghanistan would form the backbone of one of the most 
vicious of the jihadist groups in the Algerian conflict, the GIA.99 That group was tied to Saudi 
Arabia doctrinally, as well.  As one reporter noted:

Saudi Arabia has meanwhile given scholarships to thousands of impoverished 
foreign Muslims to study at the Islamic University of Medina.  Among Medina 
graduates are spiritual leaders of the Groupe Islamique Armé (GIA), Algerian 
Islamists who share Wahhabi ideology.100

In addition, several Al Qaeda operatives are known to have smuggled weapons into Algeria, the 
most noteworthy of whom was Abd al-Aziz al-Muqrin, a Saudi national who would later lead Al 
Qaeda’s operations back home in the Kingdom.101  

The Saudi sponsored insurrection in Algeria soon exploded into unspeakable brutality.  
Rohan Gunaratna described the carnage in explicit detail:

Although the campaign for an Islamic state was developed and nurtured by the 
FIS, the Islamist agenda was effectively hijacked by the GIA, which Al Qaeda 
soon infiltrated. . . . Formed in 1993 and led by Abdelhak Layada, the GIA waged 
the most brutal terrorist campaign yet seen in the Middle East, against not only 
the security forces but also ordinary Algerian Muslims.

The GIA constantly changed the nature of its campaign.  It began in 1993 by 
killing diplomats, clergy, industrialists, intellectuals, feminists, journalists, priests 
and foreigners, but from 1996 murdered tens of thousand of innocent Algerians. 
. . . raiding parties slit the throats of their victims, including children; kidnapped 
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men and women, including young girls; and at times massacred entire village 
populations by hacking their victims with daggers, swords, axes and knives.  
Others were beheaded, beaten to death, or cut with chainsaws, and in these 
“abominable massacres” the mutilated victims often bled slowly to death.  Those 
who attempted to flee were doused with gas and set on fire, and during some 
massacres the terrorist broke for lunch, demonstrating their macabre mind-set. . . .

On September 8, 1997, the GIA issued its infamous declaration justifying the 
massacres, stating that the Algerian people were “kaffirs [infidels], apostates and 
hypocrites because they did not support the GIA against the government.”  
Claiming responsibility for its excesses, including the forcible use of “temporary 
marriages” (sabi) and rape of women they captured, the GIA claimed that it was 
all “sacrificing for the cause of Allah.”102

By one count, as many as 100,000 men, women and children were killed in the Algerian conflict 
between 1992 and 1997.103 The irony is that the Wahhabis often refer to the West by the 
derogatory term jahiliya.  This is a reference to the supposed state of savagery and barbarism that 
existed in the world before the rise of Islam.  Yet looking at what the Wahhabis have wrought in 
Algeria, one can’t help but consider who the real savages are.
The Balkans: Just as in Afghanistan, the Saudis openly intervened in the defensive struggle of 
Bosnian and Kosovar Muslims against Serbian aggression in the Balkans, contributing both 
money and manpower to the fight.  The Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia, Sheikh Abdul Aziz bin 
Baz, called on all Islamic organizations to assist the Bosnian Muslims in their fight against the 
Christian Serbians – “the enemies of Allah.”104 And on August 11, 1995, King Fahd himself 
sponsored a telethon on Saudi state TV which raised over $100 million for the cause.105 The 
IIRO, WAMY and the Benevolence International Foundation would each help foreign jihadists 
make their way to the front lines, and then flew wounded Saudi fighters to Germany for medical 
treatment.106 Indeed, Saudi officials would openly admit that their charity fronts were providing 
weapons and financial backing to the Arab jihadists in Bosnia.107

Saudi volunteers played a critical role in raising a contingent of foreign fighters to wage 
jihad against the Serbians.  Indeed, the man who would ultimately organize and lead the 
thousands of foreign mujahideen who fought in Bosnia was Sheikh Abu Abdul Aziz (aka 
“Barbaros”), a Saudi national affiliated with Al Qaeda.108 His El-Muzhahidun regiment was 
renowned for its viciousness, and made a practice of decapitating and mutilating the dead bodies 
of Christian Serbians (a calling card now on gruesome display in Iraq).109 By December 1992, 
over 400 Saudi volunteers had already joined the fight.110  Among them was Al Qaeda operative 
Abd al-Aziz al-Muqrin, the same Saudi national who helped smuggle weapons into Algeria, who 
taught new jihadist recruits at a military training camp in the Balkans.111  And one of Al Qaeda’s 
most widely distributed recruiting videos depicts the foreign jihadists fighting in Bosnia in 1993.  
The video featured the deaths of two Saudi fighters, Abu Zubair al-Madani (purportedly a cousin 
of Osama bin Laden) and Abu Abbas al-Madani, both of whom were well-known members of Al 
Qaeda.112 Over two-dozen Saudis died in the conflict by the end of 1992 alone.113

However, local Muslims soon began to realize that the Saudis were interested in more 
than just pushing back the Serbian aggressors.  As noted in Part 2, the social regime of the 
Wahhabis is all-encompassing and suffocating.  Time and time again, Wahhabi “missionaries” 
have shown similar totalitarian proclivities as they attempt to engineer mirror-image societies 
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elsewhere.  Dore Gold described this in detail in his discussion of Wahhabi activism in Bosnia 
and Kosovo:

The Saudi charities stayed active in the Balkans even when the postwar 
reconstruction efforts were under way, but the clash between the Saudi donors’ 
Wahhabism and the Balkan recipients’ form of Islam became ever more glaring.  
For example, Balkan mosques had been decorated according to centuries-old 
Ottoman traditions, with ornaments and other unique architectural features that 
were not used in the mosques of the Arabian peninsula.  So when the leaders of 
the Saudi charities, who felt it was their mission to spread Wahhabism, financed 
the reconstruction of mosques damaged in the war, they were sure to remove the 
ornate decorations.  While rebuilding the Gazi-Husrevbeg mosque in Sarajevo—
considered one of the greatest Islamic structures in southeastern Europe—the 
Saudi agency overseeing the project plastered over centuries-old frescoes and 
ceramic tiles.  In Kosovo, the Saudis even destroyed mosques, some of them from 
the five-hundred-year period during which the Ottoman Empire ruled Kosovo.   In 
two notable cases, older mosques were dismantled and replaced with much larger 
concrete mosques that had no offensive ornamentation.
Thus, just as the Wahhabi-influenced Taliban destroyed Buddhist statues in 
Afghanistan’s Bamiyan Valley, the Wahhabis in the Balkans had no problem 
tearing down the symbols of other cultures, no matter their archaeological or 
cultural value.  But in this case, they were destroying Islamic culture.114

One Bosnian official would soon complain, “We have a big problem with the Saudis; they are 
spreading around huge amounts of money to help rebuild Bosnia.  But they are also building 
mosques and spreading a version of Islam that is alien to our Bosnian Islam.”115 And a former 
Interior Minister of Bosnia, Mohammed Besi, declared that Wahhabi religious teachings were 
“poisoning our youth.”116  

Eventually, Bosnian authorities began to push back.  They started investigating Saudi 
charities meddling in the region, and in 2002 began conducting a series of raids (the same raids 
that would uncover the Tareekh Osama files).  In June of that year, they hit seven Al Haramain 
offices at once.117 Their final report found that Al Haramain had a “clear lack of any concrete 
humanitarian objectives.”118 Rather, the organization “was a fictitious cover” which “acted as a 
channel for financing the activities of terrorist organizations.”119 Ultimately, the Bosnian 
government would shutdown Al Haramain’s local offices, and in May 2004 the U.S. Treasury 
Department would follow suit by declaring the Bosnian branch of Al Haramain a terrorist entity 
and freezing its assets.120 Bosnian authorities also raided the regional offices of the Saudi High 
Commission for Relief.  Created in 1993 by Prince Salman Ibn Abdul Aziz al-Saud, the charity 
would ultimately be funded with over $600 million, ostensibly to care for war orphans in 
Bosnia.121 In the Saudi High Commission’s computer files, Bosnian authorities found before-
and-after photos of the World Trade Center Towers, the USS Cole and the Nairobi embassy, as 
well as photos of U.S. military installations, information on pesticides and crop dusters (similar 
to that found on Zacarias Moussouai’s laptop computer), and information on how to forge U.S. 
State Department identification badges.122 In addition, former FBI analyst Matthew Levitt has 
testified before the U.S. Senate that authorities have been unable to trace about $41 million 
known to have been donated to the charity.123
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The Wahhabis brought similar pressures to bear on communities in Kosovo.  Journalist 
Gerald Posner reported on how the efforts of Wahhabi missionaries were intertwined with that of 
the mujahideen:

In the Balkans, while Saudi money backed the Muslim fighters against the Serbs, 
half of the millions sent to Kosovo were for 388 religious “propagators” whose 
mission was to convert to Wahhabism those secular Muslims who had strayed.124

Soon, the Kosovars were pushing back against the Wahhabis, as well.  One official with the 
Institution for Protection of Kosova Monuments lashed out at the lackadaisical response of the 
NATO peacekeepers to Wahhabi meddling.  He complained, “The Saudis say that NATO and 
the United Nations will let them do whatever they want, and that we Albanians have nothing to 
say about it.  The Serbs killed us physically, but these fanatics want to kill our cultural 
heritages.”125 Likewise, the Kosovapress News Agency, the media arm of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (“KLA”), would ultimately declare:

For more than a century, civilized countries have separated religion from the state.  
[However], we now see attempts, not only in Kosovo but everywhere Albanians 
live, to introduce religion into public schools. . . . Supplemental courses for 
children have been set up by foreign Islamic organizations who hide behind 
assistance programs.  Some radio stations . . . now offer nightly broadcasts in 
Arabic, which nobody understands and which may lead many to ask, are we in an 
Arab country?   It is time for Albanian mosques to be separated from Arab 
connections and for Islam to be developed based on Albanian culture and 
customs.126

Terrorism expert Stephen Schwartz encountered the Wahhabis firsthand while spending years 
doing academic research and relief work in the Balkans.127 He recounted just how tense the 
situation in Kosovo ultimately became:

At the end of March 2000, a group of Saudi “aid workers” was rousted by U.N. 
police form a building in Prishtina, the Kosovo capital, and accused of surveilling 
foreign vehicles, presumably in preparation for a terrorist attack.  A representative 
of the Saudis, one Al-Hadi, complained that the telephone in the building where 
they resided had been tapped.  The real story behind this was never reported: A 
KLA commander had discovered the “aid workers” spying on American 
diplomats and was preparing to kill the Saudis.128

The westernized Muslims of the Balkans appear to have been largely successful in resisting 
Wahhabi influence and indoctrination.  As Schwartz noted, “the Kosovars have made it clear 
they will not suffer the imposition of a foreign and totalitarian form of Islam.  This is a victory 
for moderation and a great asset for the United States in its future approaches to the Muslim 
world.”129

In spite of these efforts, the Wahhabis still appear to maintain a presence in the region.  
One alarming connection between Saudi Arabia and Bosnia was revealed by the PBS news 
program Frontline, in an episode from April 2004 entitled “Son of Al Qaeda.”  The program told 
the story of Abdurahman Khadr, a young man whose family was deeply involved in Al Qaeda.  
Indeed, one of their closest neighbors in Afghanistan was the family of Osama bin Laden 
himself.130 However, the young Abdurahman rebelled against his family’s religious extremism.  
When American troops entered Afghanistan, he decided to help them and volunteered to work 
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with the CIA.  This decision led him on quite a journey, first to Guantanamo Bay where he 
pretended to be a detainee, and then to Bosnia for another undercover assignment.  As Frontline
explained:

Bosnia is well known in intelligence circles as a major center of al Qaeda activity.  
Many former fighters from the Afghanistan war and other conflicts have settled 
here.  The Americans believe that Bosnia had become the pipeline for al Qaeda 
volunteers who wanted to join up with the resistance in Iraq. . . . Abdurahman 
says the CIA asked him to go down to one of the largest mosques in Sarajevo, the 
King Fahd mosque, which they believed was a beehive of al Qaeda activity.131  

In other words, the King Fahd Mosque in Sarajevo had become a gateway for foreign jihadists 
looking to fight American soldiers in Iraq.  Once again, the Saudis were leading the way.
Chechnya: The conflict in Chechnya began in 1994 as a purely local struggle for political 
autonomy.  But just as the conflict was about to come to a resolution, the violence was re-ignited 
by a foreign catalyst.132 As Stephen Schwartz explained, “the arrival of the Wahhabis, led by a 
Saudi—Samir Saleh Abdullah Al-Suwailem, who called himself Khattab, and who would be 
killed in mysterious circumstances in 2002—plunged Chechnya back into a nightmare of 
kidnappings, murders, suicide terrorism, and similar incidents, which has yet to end.”133 Thus, 
what once was as a purely political dispute has become a conflagration of terror and violence due 
to the intervention of the Wahhabis.  

The Russians themselves have come to precisely the same conclusion.  As reported in 
The Washington Post:

In the Russian government’s view, Chechnya’s war is nothing more or less than a 
terrorist enterprise, paid for by a combination of al Qaeda money and fraudulent 
charitable donations, commanded by Arabs trained in Afghanistan and fomented 
by outsider clerics . . . preaching armed revolution under the theological 
justification of an Islamic strain known as Wahhabism. . . . 

Col. Ilya Shabalkin, a spokesman for Russian forces in Chechnya, said Arabs still 
make up about one-fifth of Chechnya’s roughly 1,000 active armed militants, who 
are increasingly confined to the republic’s forests and mountains.  “The Arabs are 
the specialists, they are the experts in mines and communications,” Shabalkin 
said.  He identified their leader as Abu Walid, a Saudi who showed up in 
Chechnya in the late 1990s.134

The Associated Press has also reported on the seminal role that Wahhabis have played in 
escalating the violence in Chechnya.  Indeed, in September 2004, the AP found that three 
successive Saudi commanders have spearheaded the jihad in Chechnya:

In Chechnya, [local warlord Shamil] Basayev fought alongside Omar Ibn al-
Khattab, a Saudi-born rebel leader who died in 2002, apparently after being 
poisoned, and Basayev later maintained close ties with another Saudi militant, 
Abu Walid, reportedly killed in Chechnya earlier this year.
Russian officials said yet another Saudi, Mohammed Abu Omar al-Seif, likely 
had played a role in plotting the school seizure and the other recent terror attacks 
in Russia.  He is considered al-Qaida’s emissary in Chechnya.135
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The AP further confirmed that, “Along with radical Islamic doctrines, Arab fighters and 
instructors also have brought new tactics to Chechnya, such as suicide bombings.”136 And 
according to Russian intelligence officials, fighting the Wahhabis “has cost the lives of more 
than 4,500 Russian soldiers and thousands of rebels, plus many civilians.”137 All of which is 
prologue to one of the most tragic incidents in the global jihad against the West.

On September 3, 2004, a standoff between Russian security forces and 32 Chechen 
terrorists at Beslan’s Middle School One erupted in gunfire and explosions.138 When the smoke 
cleared 330 hostages lay dead, including 186 schoolchildren.139 As details of the atrocity came 
out, it became clear that there was a foreign element among the terrorists.  Russian authorities 
reported that one of the gunmen had called Saudi Arabia hours before the school was stormed, 
and that two Arab mercenaries had trained the terrorist cell that executed the assault.140  
Investigators soon came to the conclusion that a Saudi jihadist known as Mohammed Abu Omar 
al-Seif, then the leader of the foreign volunteers among the Chechen rebels, had planned and 
financed the operation.141 And The Guardian later reported that one of the terrorists who was 
killed at the school during the deadly climax of the attack had been identified by Russian 
authorities as a Saudi national named Abu Farukh.142

Predictably, Saudi-based charities have also been active in funding mosques and 
madrassas in Chechnya and other former Soviet republics, and Saudi clerics have given their 
blessing to Chechen suicide bomb attacks on the Russian army.143 Moreover, the mujahideen 
forces led by Ibn Khattab were financed directly by the Benevolence International Foundation, 
the IIRO and Al Haramain.144 In reporting on the financing of the conflict, The Washington Post
noted:

One source is a Saudi charity, al Haramain, according to Russia’s Federal 
Security Service.  In an internal memo provided by the agency, the FSB accused 
the charity of wiring $1 million to Chechen rebels in 1999 and of arranging to buy 
500 heavy weapons for them from Taliban units. . . .

Russia forced al Haramain to close its offices in Georgia and neighboring 
Azerbaijan in 2001, but its workers dispersed to similar groups that continue to 
work freely in Azerbaijan, Sergei Ignatchenko, the FSB spokesman, said in an 
interview.145

And Osama bin Laden himself actively participated in fueling the jihad in Chechnya.  The 
Washington Post report continued, “American officials said that several hundred Chechen 
fighters were trained at al Qaeda camps in Afghanistan and that bin Laden sent ‘substantial 
amounts of money’ to equip Chechen rebels in 1999.”146

However, perhaps the most disturbing story of Saudi involvement in spurring the 
violence in Chechnya comes from CIA veteran Robert Baer.  Baer recounted his own struggle to 
understand how the conflict in Chechnya had sustained itself for so long.  He wrote:

After I left the CIA I found my answer in a batch of Russian intelligence reports 
that drew a convincingly direct link between the Saudi government and the 
Chechen rebels.  It was not a question of Saudi charity money finding its way to 
the Chechens.  One report described how on June 22, 1998, forty Chechens were 
quietly brought to a secret military camp located seventy-five miles southeast of 
Riyadh.  Over the next four months, they were trained in explosives, hand-to-hand 
combat, and small weapons.  A lot of time was set aside for indoctrination into 
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Wahhabi Islam.  [Prince] Salman, the governor of Riyadh and the full brother of 
King Fahd, was the camp’s sponsor.147

And as elsewhere, the jihadists in Chechnya haven’t just been fighting the Russians.  Dore Gold 
has reported that, “In July 1998, a Wahhabi militia in the town of Gudernes clashed with Sufi 
Muslims from nearby villages after the Chechen Wahhabis tried to destroy a local Sufi shrine.”148  
Dagestan, Tajikistan and Other Former Soviet Republics:   In 1999, the Chechen conflict 
spread into Dagestan and other neighboring breakaway republics in Central Asia.149 Saudi 
intervention in Chechnya and Dagestan was actively encouraged by the Wahhabi religious 
authorities.  On November 16, 1999, Saudi cleric Abdullah bin Salah al-Obaid, the secretary 
general of the Muslim World League, declared that Chechnya and Dagestan should be 
recognized as independent states and lashed out at the Russians for interfering with “Islamic 
territories.”150 Soon after Al-Obaid’s pronouncement, Russian authorities found that the Islamic 
insurgents in Dagestan were also being financed by the Al Haramain Foundation.151  

In a striking example of how the flow of Saudi money impacts local communities, The 
Washington Post told the story of Karamakhi, a small village in Dagestan that was overwhelmed 
by Wahhabi ideologues seeking to ignite an Islamic insurgency.  They reported:

This isolated southwest Russian village of dirt roads and one-story clay brick 
houses was profoundly peaceful, its residents say, until a Jordanian cleric named 
Khabib Abdurrakhman arrived in the early 1990s with a seemingly irresistible 
deal.

To a hamlet made destitute by the collapse of the Soviet Union, Abdurrakhman 
brought a slaughtered cow and a free feast every week.  In a place where many 
people were left jobless by the demise of the local collective farm, he handed out 
$30 to every convert who came to his simple mosque.  And to those adrift in the 
social chaos of the Soviet breakdown, he offered a new purpose in life – a form of 
their traditional Islam rooted in fundamentalism and militancy. . . an Islamic 
strain known as Wahhabism.152

But as repeated time and time again elsewhere, that helping hand soon began twisting 
arms; and breaking them.   The Post continued:

“They tried to lure people in a friendly way at first,” according to Magomed 
Makhdiyev, the village imam, who says he tried to withstand the fundamentalists’ 
influence.  “But by 1999, they were saying, ‘Join us or we’ll cut your head off’.” 
. . . 
By mid-1999, the village had been turned into a fortified base for rebels and 
religious fundamentalists. . . . The hamlet’s 14 policemen had been kicked out, 
and the Russian constitution declared invalid.  Those caught drinking alcohol 
were beaten with sticks. Religious edicts were announced over a new 
broadcasting system, residents said.

Two rocket launchers, machine guns and explosives were hauled in and hidden.  
“There were so many Chechens and Arabs here we couldn’t count them,” said 
Makhdiyev, the imam.  “They would come in carloads, 10 or 15 cars at a time.”
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[Saudi ringleader Ibn] Khattab visited the village, solidifying his ties by marrying 
a local 17-year-old girl.  But the settlement remained divided between opponents 
and supporters of the Wahhabis.153

Eventually, government forces drove the Wahhabis out of the village.  But the larger financing 
and logistical networks supporting these operations have proven to be extensive, sophisticated, 
and exceedingly difficult to root out.  In May 2000, neighboring Ajerbaijan closed down Al 
Haramain’s office in that country, a Justice Ministry official proclaiming that the organization 
“posed a threat to Azerbaijan’s statehood.”154 During the same period, the IIRO was active in 
Georgia, funneling money through Pankisi Gorge to the mujahideen forces under Khattab.155  

The Chechen conflict also spread to the west, into the neighboring republics of Karachy-
Cherkessia and Kabardino-Balkaria.  Russian authorities arrested eleven Wahhabis there who 
were plotting to overthrow the local governments and establish an Islamic state.156 Vladimir 
Ustinov, Russia’s prosecutor-general, announced that raids had uncovered weapons stores and 
Wahhabi literature.  “With direct and indirect support from abroad,” he stated, “Wahhabis—the 
most radical Muslims—are gradually expanding their sphere of influence.”157 Another Russian 
official warned that hundreds of local Muslim leaders had returned from training in Saudi 
Arabia, and were actively working to spread Wahhabism throughout the region.158

Dore Gold has reported that the Saudis have backed insurgents in Uzbekistan, as well.  
He writes:

In Uzbekistan, for example, Juma Namangani and Tahir Yuldeshev, who became 
fluent in Arabic and interested in the Wahhabi creed, gained access to Saudi 
foundations, and in 1990 built a mosque and a madrasa in their Uzbek town.  
They went on to form Islamic revolutionary organizations like Adolat; the Uzbek 
government charged that both were involved in the attempted assassination of 
Uzbekistan’s president, Islam Karimov, on February 16, 1999. . . . According to 
Russian officials, the Saudi intelligence agency and Islamic charities aided 
Yuldeshev.  
Such funding would not have been unusual; the Pakistan-based journalist Ahmed 
Rashid recalls how many of the young members of the new Islamist groups in the 
early 1990s “were proud to claim that their funds came from Saudi Arabia.”159

Moreover, just days after 9/11, the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan would be designated a 
foreign terrorist organization by the U.S. State Department.160 In hindsight, it is clear that the 
Wahhabis saw their victory over the Soviets in Afghanistan as just the beginning.  For them, it 
was never about freeing Afghanistan from the tyranny of communism, it was about spreading 
their poisonous ideology throughout the Muslim world.

Perhaps the most violent Wahhabi-sponsored insurrection among the former Soviet 
republics took place in Tajikistan.  CIA veteran Robert Baer was stationed there in the early 
1990’s.  He recalled facing consternation and suspicion from his local contacts there, who 
“seemed to blame everything on Saudi Arabia.”161 Eventually, he came to realize they were 
right.  He reported on one key episode:

Along the way, I also recruited [an informant] who was close to the Tajik Islamic 
chieftain Abdallah Nuri.  Nuri operated out of Afghanistan, where he waged a 
relentless war against the Russians and their local allies.  The connection was 
important: Russia and Tajikistan were begging the U.S. for help against Nuri.  
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They were convinced the U.S. knew more than it was saying.  Nuri received a lot 
of his funding from our closest ally in the Middle East, Saudi Arabia.  
Independently, we tracked large clandestine subsidies and weapons shipments 
from the World Islamic League of Saudi Arabia, an organization protected by the 
Saudi royal family, going to Nuri.162

Fueled by Saudi money, weapons and training, the violence in Tajikistan grew into an all-out 
civil war.  As Dore Gold reported, “In the Tajik civil war that raged from May 1992 until the 
middle of 1993 between the Tajik government and Islamist armed insurgent groups, many of 
which were based in Afghanistan, an estimated 50,000 people, mostly civilians, were killed.”163

However, perhaps the most perverse example of Saudi meddling occurred after the 
violence in Tajikistan had stopped.  Once the civil war subsided, the Benevolence International 
Foundation moved into the area, operating a number of orphanages that took in Muslim children 
whose families were killed in the fighting.  In an internal document quoted in federal court 
filings by the U.S. Justice Department, an operative of the charity urged his superiors to take
advantage of this access to war orphans in order to indoctrinate a new generation of jihadists.164  
He referred to his proposal as the “New Tajik Initiative” through which they could rekindle the 
religious conflict in that country, but time was of the essence.  He wrote:

The war and the sufferings are fresh in people’s minds.  We have thousands of 
orphans who would take up the struggle and the cause. . . . In a few years these 
children of war would have grown old and it would be very difficult to influence 
them.  If the war doesn’t break out again, the wounds of the surrounding society 
would heal soon.  In conclusion, now is the time to work, to move, to act: not next 
week, not tomorrow and not even today.  Now!165

Like a spreading cancer, the proponents of Wahhabism are relentless.

Egypt:  Given the prominent roles of such Al Qaeda luminaries as Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri and 
Mohamed Atta, one would think that the Egyptians would be in no position to point fingers at 
anyone.   Yet on closer inspection, even the notable Egyptian contingent in Al Qaeda’s 
leadership can be linked back to Saudi Arabia.  When members of the radical Muslim 
Brotherhood were first expelled from Egypt, Saudi Arabia rolled out the red carpet for many of 
its most prominent and militant members. Both embraced Wahhabi/Salafi Islam, and in 
particular the ideological teachings of the fourteenth century Islamic scholar Ibn Taimiyyah.166  
As Robert Baer recounted:

When Nasser closed down the Brotherhood in 1954, the militants fled to Saudi 
Arabia, where they were welcomed with open arms.  The Brothers knew their Ibn 
Taymiyah; they could teach the Qu’ran; and they would work for pennies.  For 
the radical Wahhabis, this was a match made in heaven.  Before long, Egyptian 
Brothers were occupying many of the important chairs in the religious faculties of 
Saudi Arabia’s universities and madrasahs.167

In time, these Islamic extremists would help found and lead Al Qaeda.  
For instance, Muhammad Qutb, Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman and Ayman al-Zawahiri 

would each make their way to Saudi Arabia after Anwar Sadat was assassinated on October 6, 
1981.  Muhammad Qutb was the brother of Sayyid Qutb, the ideological godfather of the 
Muslim Brotherhood.168 After his brother was executed by Egyptian authorities, Muhammad 
traveled to Saudi Arabia at Kind Abdul Aziz University where he taught and inspired Osama bin 
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Laden as a young man.169 Rahman, the “blind Sheikh”, taught at a Saudi Arabian college for 
several years before traveling to Afghanistan where he befriended Bin Laden.  He ultimately 
made his way to the U.S. where he laid the groundwork for the 1993 bombing of the World 
Trade Center and other terrorist plots.170 Rahman is now serving a life term in a federal 
penitentiary. And Al-Zawahiri would travel to Saudi Arabia after being released from an 
Egyptian prison in 1985.  From there he would travel to Afghanistan, eventually becoming the 
No. 2 man in Al Qaeda.171  

While Robert Baer credits the Muslim Brotherhood with helping to radicalize the 
Wahhabis of Saudi Arabia, a number of Egyptian observers have strongly objected to that 
assessment.  For instance, in 2003 Wael Abrashi, an editor for the Egyptian news weekly Ruz al-
Yusuf, wrote of the Saudi influence over Egyptian extremists: 

Wahhabism leads, as we have seen, to the birth of extremist, closed, and fanatical 
streams, that accuse others of heresy, abolish them, and destroy them.  The 
extremist religious groups have moved from the stage of Takfir [condemning 
other Muslims as unbelievers] to the stage of “annihilation and destruction,” in 
accordance with the strategy of Al-Qa’ida – which Saudi authorities must admit is 
a local Saudi organization that drew other organizations into it, and not the other 
way around.  All the organizations emerged from under the robe of Wahhabism.

I can say with certainty that after a very careful reading of all the documents and 
texts of the official investigations linked to all acts of terror that have taken place 
in Egypt, from the assassination of the late president Anwar Sadat in October 
1981, up to the Luxor massacre in 1997, Saudi Arabia was the main station 
through which most of the Egyptian extremists passed, and emerged bearing with 
them terrorist thought regarding Takfir – thought that they drew from the sheikhs 
of Wahhabism.  They also bore with them funds they received from the Saudi 
charities.172

Perhaps the true nature of the relationship was symbiotic, the Brotherhood inspiring the ready-
made radicals of the Saudi religious establishment to more boldly pursue their common agenda, 
while those Saudis in turn providing a safe haven and financial backing for the Brothers.173  
Regardless, it is clear that, even in regards to the strong Egyptian presence among Al Qaeda’s 
leadership, all roads lead through Saudi Arabia.
Germany: In Bonn, Germany, a firestorm of controversy has erupted around the King Fahd 
Academy, a private school set up with a $17 million donation by the Saudi royal family.174 After 
a teacher at the school was surreptitiously filmed calling for holy war in the name of Allah, an 
academic audit was conducted by German authorities.175 They found that the Saudi textbooks 
used at the school taught the same vicious xenophobia as those back in the Kingdom.176 One 
such text declared that, “the Muslim people’s existence has been threatened by Jews and 
Christians since the crusades, and it is the first duty of every Muslim to prepare to fight against 
these enemies.”177  

Things became even more heated when German authorities found that a number of 
people involved with the school were suspected of involvement in terrorist activity.  A City 
spokesman announced, “According to information from intelligence sources people have been 
observed at the school over the past few months who have contact with terrorists or are 
themselves suspected of involvement in terrorist attacks.  By that I mean teachers and the parents 
of pupils.”178 In fact, the German secret service found explosives, bomb-making instructions and 
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a suicide statement in the home of one man linked to the school.179 At the same time, another 
parent involved with the school was already on trial for plotting a series of bombings in 
Germany.180 When German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder visited Saudi Arabia in 2003, he 
finally confronted Crown Prince Abdullah about the school and stated that its extremist teachings 
“must be stopped.”181 But according to Newsweek, the Saudis responded by threatening to harass 
or even close down the Westernized schools attended by the children of German diplomats and 
businessmen inside the Kingdom if the King Fahd Academy was interfered with, and the 
Germans backed off.182

The King Fahd Academy is not the only example of Saudi meddling in Germany.  
Mounir el-Motassadeq was a close associate of the Hamburg contingent of 9/11 hijackers.  A 
student from Morocco, he was ultimately convicted by a German court of aiding and abetting the 
attacks on September 11.183 In Motassadeq’s Hamburg apartment, German investigators found 
the business card of Muhammad J. Fakihi, chief of the Saudi embassy’s Islamic Affairs 
Department.184 They also discovered that Motassadeq had made numerous phone calls to Saudi 
Arabia, calls which were ultimately traced to known Islamic jihadists.185 However, Saudi 
officials refused to cooperate with German authorities inquiring about Fakihi, and matters 
quickly went downhill from there.186  

Fakihi was soon found to have met with the ringleader of yet another suspected Al Qaeda 
cell at the Al Nur Mosque in Berlin.187 As The Wall Street Journal has reported, German 
investigators discovered that the Al Nur Mosque, which had already received at least $1.2 
million from the Al Haramain Foundation, had become a haven for Islamic extremists.188 In 
March 2003, German authorities finally reached the breaking point:

Last month German police raided a suspected terrorist cell in Berlin, arresting a 
half-dozen men and seizing bomb-making equipment, flight-simulator software 
and chemicals.  After the arrests, sources say, the Germans confronted the Saudis 
and declared Fakihi persona non grata.  “We don’t do that unless the evidence is 
very grave,” says a German official.189

U.S. officials later confided to Newsweek that Fakihi was found to have transferred Saudi 
embassy funds, suspected to be in the hundreds of thousands of dollars, at the direction of Al 
Qaeda operatives with direct ties to Osama bin Laden.190 One official stated that Fakihi was 
“more than just a sympathizer of bin Laden.  He was organizationally involved.”191

Great Britain: On July 7, 2005, three bombs went off in London’s subway, and another 
exploded on a double-decker bus.192 56 people were killed, and another 700 were injured.193 The 
terrorist cell responsible for the attack was composed of British nationals of Pakistani descent, all 
of whom died in the explosions.  A second wave of attempted bombings occurred on July 21, 
2005.194 Although the placement of the bombs and the recipe for the homemade explosives were 
similar to the first attack, this time the bombs were duds.195 The cell members were immigrants 
of East African origin, all of whom survived and were promptly captured.196 Although the 
investigation into the attacks is ongoing, British authorities have already found that one thing 
which both cells had in common were links to Saudi Arabia.  For example, Muktar Said Ibrahim, 
the ringleader of the July 21 cell, was actually born and raised in Saudi Arabia.197 Not only did 
he return to Saudi Arabia for a month in 2003, but he told friends he had gone there to receive 
“training.”198 Likewise, Hasib Hussain, one of the July 7 bombers, had stopped in Riyadh on his 
way to Pakistan in July 2004.199 According to British government reports on the bombings, 
Hussain first became interested in radical Islam after a trip to Saudi Arabia in 2002.200  
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British authorities are also investigating a series of suspicious phone calls and e-mails
between Saudi Arabia and Britain in the months preceding the attacks.201 In particular, Isaac 
Hamdi (aka “Osman Hussain”), another member of the July 21 cell, called Saudi Arabia just 
before his capture.202 Even more disturbing, it appears that the Saudi government actually 
uncovered preparations for the attack in December 2003.203 As reported in The Observer, they 
informed British authorities at the time that they had arrested a Saudi national who was raising 
funds for a terrorist attack on Great Britain.  The plot would employ four suicide bombers, at 
least some of whom would be British citizens, detonating bombs in crowded areas of London –
precisely what took place on July 7, 2005.204

Yet another factor linking the two terrorist cells together is the Finsbury Park Mosque in 
north London.  British authorities suspect that all eight of the bombers are connected to the 
mosque.205 In particular, Mohammed Sidique Khan, the ringleader of the deadly July 7 
bombings, was known to frequent there.206 And the London subway bombers are not the only 
terrorists connected to the mosque.  Convicted Al Qaeda operative Zacarias Moussaoui, who has 
often been referred to (mistakenly) as the missing 20th hijacker, also attended the Finsbury Park 
Mosque, as did attempted shoe-bomber Richard Reid.207 The mosque has even held training 
sessions in the use of AK-47 assault rifles, according to local news reports.208  

The Finsbury Park Mosque was built with a grant by the Saudi royal family, and has 
consistently maintained close ties with the Kingdom.209 For instance, Sheikh Omar Bakri 
Muhammad is one of the Mosque’s most prominent former imams.210 A native of Syria, Bakri 
moved to Saudi Arabia in 1979 in order to complete his religious studies at the Islamic School of 
al-Saltiyah in Mecca.211  In 1983, he settled in Jeddah where he formed Al Muhajiroun, a jihadist 
group dedicated to establishing a worldwide Islamic state.212 The group has been tied to terrorist 
activities around the world, including the efforts of a group of Islamic extremists to undertake 
flight training in Phoenix, Arizona prior to September 11.213 Indeed, Bakri once referred to Al 
Muhajiroun as “the mouth, eyes and ears” of Osama bin Laden.214  

In 1986, Bakri finally left Saudi Arabia for London where he continued to pursue his 
extremist agenda.215 On the first anniversary of the September 11 attacks, Bakri held a 
celebratory conference at the Finsbury Park Mosque during which he launched the “Islamic 
Council of Britain,” an organization dedicated to the overthrow of the democratic British 
government and the imposition of Islamic law in its place.216 In interviews intended to promote 
his new organization, Bakri publicly admitted that his current efforts to incite jihad in the West 
were being funded by a group of wealthy Saudi businessmen.217 The following year he attempted 
to throw another celebration in honor of the “Magnificent 19” hijackers of 9/11.218 In warning 
that terrorist attacks on London in the near future were “inevitable,” Bakri explained, “We don’t 
make a distinction between civilians and non-civilians, innocents and non-innocents.  Only 
between Muslims and unbelievers.  And the life of an unbeliever has no value.  It has no 
sanctity.”219  Bakri has also implored his followers to, “Prepare as much as you can from strength 
and from force to terrorize – because terrorism, it is part of Islam.”220  In August 2005, after 
London was attacked just as he had predicted, Bakri was finally barred from reentering the 
country by British authorities.221 But the Finsbury Park Mosque continues to be a magnet for 
extremist activity in Great Britain.

And the beat goes on.   Just weeks ago, on June 29, authorities in London discovered a 
would-be car bomb smoldering outside a nightclub in Piccadilly Circus.  They soon discovered a 
second prospective car bomb, and the next day three of the Islamic radicals involved in the plot 
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ignited yet a third car loaded with propane canisters and gasoline and crashed it into the entrance 
of Glasgow Airport.222 The outraged Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone, addressed the public 
that same day.  While emphasizing the need for tolerance toward the broader Muslim 
community, he was quick to point a finger at the true source of Britain’s problems with Islamic 
extremism:

London Mayor Ken Livingstone called on Britons Saturday not to demonize 
Muslims after a double car bomb plot was foiled in the capital, amid fears of an 
Islamist terror threat.

At the same time he criticized Britain over its ties with Saudi Arabia, which he 
said had fuelled intolerance in the past through its Wahhabist form of Islam, 
creating a “major problem.” . . . 
“We have got to understand that when we talk about the Wahhabi strand of Islam, 
which is very intolerant, our major problem in dealing with it is that it flows out 
of Saudi Arabia,” he said.

He said Wahhabi was the official religion of the Saudi royal family, and noted 
that Riyadh was one of the main buyers of British arms.

“For a very long time, politicians at national level were refusing to be sufficiently 
critical of the fact that the Saudi regime didn't clean up its act,” he said.

“Now we are assured that they have, but there's been decades of literally hundreds 
of millions of pounds flowing out of Saudi Arabia with official backing into the 
most intolerant strand of Islam, buying influence all over the world for it.”223

Sure enough, it was only a matter of time before the other shoe dropped.  British authorities soon 
announced the arrest of seven doctors involved in the plot, three of whom were born and raised 
in Saudi Arabia, including the alleged ringleader, Mohamed Asha.224 And the two men who were 
arrested at the scene of the Glasgow Airport attack have also been identified as adherents of 
Wahhabi Islam.  Kafeel Ahmed, an Indian national who was badly burnt in the Glasgow attack, 
had previously lived in Saudi Arabia and once, “tried to persuade their local mosque in 
Bangalore to adopt a more hard line, Saudi-inspired version of Islam.”225 Likewise, the family of 
Bilal Abdulla, the Iraqi doctor arrested at the scene, has now been identified as “Wahhabi 
Islamists”.226

India:  As note above, the IIRO has been actively involved in supporting the jihad against India 
for the independence of the northern province of Kashmir, and IIRO employees have directly 
participated in terrorist plots targeting U.S. consulates in India.  Other Saudi-based charities have 
also pitched in.  For instance, one Pakistani newspaper reported that, “WAMY is also involved in 
religious and Jihadi training for its member organizations,” including groups responsible for 
terrorist attacks in Kashmir, such as Lashkar e Toiba and Jamiat Taleba Arabia.227 Indeed, the 
Indian government has stated that 90% of the funding for these groups comes from WAMY and 
similar foreign-based Islamic charities.228 This shouldn’t come as a surprise given that both 
Saudi schoolbooks and Osama bin Laden himself have implored the people of Saudi Arabia to be 
generous with their support of the jihad in Kashmir.

On July 11, 2006, these efforts finely bore fruit.  Seven bombs ripped through passenger 
cars on Mumbai’s local rail system, killing 209 people and injuring over 700 others.229 Indian 
investigators soon found that the operation had been funded from Saudi Arabia.  As The Times of 
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India reported, “More than [900,000 riyals] were transferred from Saudi Arabia to Mumbai in 
the past one year for the 7/11 blasts, said anti-Terrorists squad sources on Tuesday. A part of the 
money was used over a period of six months to plan and execute the blasts on Mumbai's 
suburban trains, which highly placed sources said was the job of Lashkar-e-Taiba.” 230 The 
money had been sent through the same hawala money transferring system that Al Qaeda 
operatives have used elsewhere to evade official detection.

Indonesia: In Indonesia, Saudi Arabia has been leveraging its economic superiority in an effort 
to replace the more tolerant brand of Islam native to the region with Wahhabism.  The New York 
Times reported on this effort in 2003, finding that, “From the financing of educational 
institutions to giving money for militant Islamic groups, the influence of Saudi Arabia, and Saudi 
charities, has been growing steadily here in the world’s most populous Muslim country.”231 In 
particular, Saudi money is being used to fund thousands of Islamic boarding schools throughout 
Indonesia called pesantren.232 A number of Indonesian officials have attributed the spread of 
Islamic extremism in the country to these boarding schools, as well as to the textbooks and 
religious literature supplied by Saudi-based charities operating in the region.233  The New York 
Times continued:

The libraries of many pesantren – including the prestigious Gontor pesantren in 
East Java – are filled with books from Saudi Arabia.  (Gontor’s newest building, 
the Saudi building, is also a gift from Saudi Arabia.)   Few pesantren libraries 
hold any recent books by Western authors. 

The Saudi religious affairs office in Jakarta churns out translations from Arabic to 
Indonesian – about one million books a year, an official there said.  The titles 
include “Questions and Answers about Islamic Principles,” by [former Grand 
Mufti] Bin Baaz, one of Saudi Arabia’s most venerated interpreters of Islam.234

Once again, the Kingdom is working diligently to export its education system abroad.  And in 
addition to the schools, the IIRO alone has boasted of building 575 mosques in Indonesia, 
complete with Wahhabi literature and Korans.235  

However, these outreach and education efforts have continually been intertwined with the 
recruiting and funding of local jihadist organizations.  As The New York Times reported:

The Saudi money has come in two forms, Indonesian and Western officials said: 
above-board funds for religious and educational purposes, and quietly disbursed 
funds for militant Islamic groups.  The Saudi money has had a profound effect on 
extremist groups, allowing some to keep going and inspiring others to start 
recruiting, the officials said. 

A Saudi charity, Al Haramain, provides a good example of this dual role.  Three 
years ago it signed a formal memorandum of understanding with the Indonesian 
Ministry of Religion that allowed it to finance educational institutions. 
But Al Haramain also appears to have served as a conduit for money to Jemaah 
Islamiyah, a Southeast Asian terrorist organization that aims to build Islamic 
states in the region.236

Indeed, Al Qaeda’s former point man in the region, a Kuwaiti named Omar al-Faruq, has 
admitted to U.S. authorities that, “Al Haramain was the funding mechanism of all operations in 
Indonesia.  Money was laundered through the foundation by donors from the Middle East.”237  
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The Christian Science Monitor has also picked up on the story, reporting on the direct connection 
between the pesantren and the extremists:

The use of a small network of Indonesian boarding schools as a recruiting avenue 
for the Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) terrorist group has sent alarm bells ringing in the 
West. 
Some officials worry that Saudi Arabian money is being used to spread the 
intolerant Wahhabi Islam adhered to by members of Al Qaeda and the affiliated JI 
through the country’s schools and mosques, producing a steady creep of radical 
ideas in a country famed for its religious tolerance.238

The Bali nightclub bombing presents an instructive example of how the various parts of the 
Wahhabi program can come together.  

On October 12, 2002, two remotely detonated bombs went off at Paddy’s Bar and the 
Sari Club in Kuta, Indonesia.239 The bombs killed 202 people including 88 Australians, 26 
Britons and seven Americans.240 The investigation quickly led authorities to operatives of 
Jemaah Islamiyah, a local jihadist group which had already been linked to Al Qaeda, with whom 
it had established joint training camps.241 The chief Al Qaeda operative assigned to work with 
the group, Omar al-Faruq, had been operating in Indonesia and the Philippines since 1994, but 
was captured in Indonesia in June 2002 and turned over to U.S. forces in Afghanistan.242 Under 
interrogation by American and Indonesian investigators, Al-Faruq confessed that a Saudi cleric 
known by the pseudonym Abu Abdullah al-Emarati had provided money to Jemaah Islamiyah 
which was then used to finance the attack.243 Specifically, the Saudi cleric transferred $74,000 to 
a bank account controlled by Abu Bakar Bashir, the spiritual leader of Jemaah Islamiyah, who 
then used the money to buy several tons of explosives from a corrupt Indonesian military 
official.244 As Rohan Gunaratna has noted, investigators now believe that a portion of those 
explosives were used in the Bali bombs.245 Moreover, it turned out that several members of the 
Jemaah Islamiyah cell which perpetrated the Bali nightclub bombings worked together at a 
pesantren in East Java prior to the attack.246 Likewise, Abu Bakar Bashir himself heads yet 
another pesantren in Central Java.247  

What’s more, the violence is spreading.  Jemaah Islamiya has now been caught planning 
to expand its terrorist operations abroad.  In Afghanistan, U.S. authorities found a 20-minute 
videotape by the group which showed a number of prospective bombing targets in Singapore.248  
Yet another violent jihadist groups in Indonesia is Laskar Jihad Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jamaah 
(“LJ”), whose avowed goal is to establish an Islamic state in the Moluccas.249 The group has 
been at the forefront of the Christian-Muslim fighting in that region, which took some 10,000 
lives between 1999 and 2002.250 As authority for their actions, LJ claims to have received a 
fatwa from Saudi cleric Sheikh Rabea bin Hadi al-Madkhali.251 The leader of the group has 
boasted of meeting with Osama bin Laden personally, and of offering to send volunteers to fight 
for him in Afghanistan.252  

Iraq: Wahhabi tentacles reached into northern Iraq well before the U.S. invasion in 2003.  
According to a press release by the Saudi embassy in March 2001, the IIRO alone had poured 
over $19 million into the region over the previous decade.  By 2002, Western reporters were 
noting that new white mosques had been springing up in the predominantly Kurdish portion of 
northern Iraq with the letters “IIRO” stamped on them.253 During this period, both WAMY and 
Al Haramain were also active in the region.254 Nabil Musawi of the Iraqi National Congress 
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described to Frontline how the Saudis advanced their extremist Wahhabi agenda in northern Iraq 
(as they have elsewhere around the world):  

I can tell you from my own personal experience in northern Iraq during the ‘90s, 
what they do is, they would go to tiny, very poor villages.  They would establish a 
center.  The center would serve as a mosque, as school, as a community center.  
They would – sign a budget – a sheik, a mullah. . . . These are the Wahhabis, yes.  
And before you know it, they are totally dominating the life in the village.  These 
villages are extremely poor.  It’s fertile ground for recruitment of young men who 
have nowhere to go, who have no future, no education.  So they become totally 
dedicated to the cause of the Wahhabis.  Even if they started their life as 
something else, as probably moderate Sunnis or moderate Shia’a, they end up 
being extreme Wahhabis because they were the only ones who offered them hope.  
That’s – that’s how it works.255

Indeed, Saudi meddling prompted one senior Kurdish cleric to complain that, “The Wahhabis are 
stealing our youth.”256  

Saudi funds were also flowing to the principal terrorist organizations in northern Iraq, 
including Ansar al-Islam, the group of Kurdish jihadists which at one time had hosted Al 
Qaeda’s former leader in Iraq, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.257 According to Dore Gold, U.S. 
intelligence officials have discovered that Ansar al-Islam was started with between $300,000 and 
$600,000 of seed money that originated from Saudi Arabia.258 When the U.S. invaded Iraq, this 
organization quickly geared itself to attacking coalition forces.  As Stephen Schwartz reported 
just a few months after the invasion:

[I]n Iraqi Kurdistan, where Saudi-Wahhabi religious organizations were 
introduced before the war, the Wahhabi militia Ansar al-Islam is again active. 
Attacked and scattered by U.S. forces during the main offensive in April, it has 
reconstituted itself and has struck in the towns of Halabja, Biahrah, and Dohuk, 
according to a Kurdish leader.  The car bomb is Ansar’s weapon of choice.  The 
group is known to have Saudi participants, and propaganda in its favor appears in 
the Saudi media.259

One of Ansar al-Islam’s very first suicide bombings occurred on March 26, 2003.  The attack 
killed five people, including Australian journalist Paul Moran.  Later it was discovered that the 
suicide bomber was a foreign volunteer named Abdul Aziz Saud al-Gharbi.  He was from the 
city of Hail, Saudi Arabia.260  

After the U.S. invasion, the sphere of Wahhabi influence began pushing south.  In June 
2003, one U.S. intelligence official confided that, “Now, all of sudden, these Wahhabi guys have 
been appearing.  We’re hearing that word a lot more: Wahhabi.”261 That same month, Stephen 
Schwartz reported that, “Wahhabi imams in the Fallujah mosques, as well as dozens of agitators 
from Saudi Arabia, have begun aggressive preaching of suicide bombings against coalition 
forces as part of a campaign of guerrilla warfare.”262  And by December 2003, an Iraqi 
representative visiting Washington, DC warned that, “The Fallujah region is filling up with 
Wahhabis.”263 As U.S. forces responded by cranking up the pressure on Fallujah, the Saudis 
worked to undermine their efforts.  During the summer of 2004, Saudi relief agencies shipped 
food and medical supplies directly to the insurgent hotbed in order to aid “the residents of 
Fallujah who stood fast against the fierce war machine of the occupation forces.”264  
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Indeed, the most notorious leader of Al Qaeda in Iraq, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, was 
himself a devotee of Wahhabi (or Salafi) Islam.265  After returning home to Jordan from 
Afghanistan in 1992, Al-Zarqawi came under the tutelage of a Saudi-trained Wahhabi cleric
while incarcerated in a Jordanian prison.266 That encounter would set the stage for his future 
career as a jihadist.  Initially, Zarqawi’s terrorist organization in Iraq was known as “Tawhid and 
Jihad”.267 Noting the central role of tawhid (monotheism) in Wahhabi doctrine, Stephen 
Schwartz observed:

Zarqawi’s Wahhabism did not originate in the country of his birth; it is a Saudi 
invention.  Saudi Arabia prides itself on being known as “the land of tawhid.”  
The rhetoric of [Tawhid and Jihad] betrays the Saudi origin of the terror its 
acolytes sow far and wide.  And in the mosques of Saudi Arabia, state-employed 
Wahhabi clerics continue to deliver Friday sermons inciting the faithful to 
“monotheism and jihad”—meaning, first and foremost, passage across Saudi 
Arabia’s long northern border into Iraq to kill and die.268

As detailed in Part 1, Saudi volunteers have taken a leading role in the foreign insurgency in 
Iraq.  Al-Zarqawi himself once stated that the young men of Saudi Arabia had become a growing 
source of his own foot soldiers.269 And Israeli terrorism expert Reuven Paz found that 70% of the 
suicide bombings in Iraq over one six-month period had been carried out by Saudi nationals.270  
Indeed, Iraq’s own national security adviser has now publicly acknowledged that, “Most of those 
who blow themselves up in Iraq are Saudi nationals.”271 This appears to include the suicide 
bomber who attacked a mess tent in Mosul on December 22, 2004, killing 18 Americans.272  
Others reports have indicated that Saudi volunteers have helped sustain the insurgency by 
bringing substantial sums of cash with them as they infiltrate Iraq.273  

Yet another hallmark of Wahhabi meddling in Iraq is the extreme violence being directed 
at Iraqi Shiites.  Once again, Stephen Schwartz explains the connection:

The Arabic term for polytheism is shirk, or “assigning partners to Allah.”  
According to the Wahhabi creed, in recent centuries, only the followers of Ibn 
Abd al-Wahhab and their descendants have been true monotheists.  All non-
Wahhabis—whether nominally Muslim, Jewish, Christian, Hindu, or Buddhist—
are steeped in shirk and deserve to be killed so that pure Wahhabi monotheism 
can reign supreme.   
In this twisted view, the majority of Iraqis are guilty of shirk.  Up to 70 percent of 
Iraqis belong to the Shia sect of Islam, and as such follow the guidance of their 
imams and ayatollahs, wise theologians recognized for their study and insight. 
According to the Wahhabis, to follow a supreme cleric or marja like Grand 
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, leader of the Iraqi Shias, is to place him on an equal level 
with God.  Shias should therefore be killed as polytheists, their property 
confiscated, and their women dishonored.274

Al-Zarqawi seems to have been a driving force in the effort to kill Iraqi Shiites.  Although many 
media reports have interpreted his attacks on Shiites as a means of sparking a civil war, which 
might embarrass the U.S. and thwart a Shiite-dominated government, a closer look makes it clear 
that these attacks are also an end in themselves.  

In a letter seeking help from Al Qaeda’s leadership, Al-Zarqawi referred to the Shiites as 
“the most evil of mankind . . . the lurking snake, the crafty and malicious scorpion, the spying 
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enemy, and the penetrating venom.”275 His proposed solution was “to strike the religious, 
military, and other cadres among the Shiites with blow after blow until they bend to the 
Sunnis.”276  In fact, by one account Al-Zarqawi’s predilection for slaughtering Shiites was 
initially a sticking point between him and Osama bin Laden, who is believed to have 
collaborated with certain radical Shiite groups in the past.277 In the end, Bin Laden appears to 
have been won over by Al-Zarqawi’s mounting successes.

Israel: As mentioned in Part 2, the Saudis raised $155 million in one telethon alone to support 
the Intifada in Israel.278 Indeed, according to U.S. News & World Report, “the CIA learned Saudi 
donations were funding as much as half of Hamas’s budget and paying off the families of suicide 
bombers.”279  Saudi authorities eventually admitted that they had made cash payments to the 
families of Palestinian suicide bombers who had murdered Israeli men, women and children.  
Saudi spokesman Adel al-Jubeir did a lot of tap dancing on that issue, but ultimately conceded, 
“If a family loses a breadwinner and they’re living in poverty, yes, we give them money. Are 
some of those families, families who had a suicide bomber? Yes.”280  

But to fully understand just how aggressive and radical the Saudis have been, consider 
the fact that even Yasser Arafat’s PLO has chafed at their influence.  In a December 2000 letter 
from one of Arafat’s deputies, none other than Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen), to Saudi Prince 
Salman bin Abdul Aziz, the PLO complained:

The Saudi committee responsible for transferring donations to beneficiaries has 
been sending large amounts to radical committees and associations, among which 
the Islamic Society which belongs to Hamas, the al-Islah association, and to 
brethren who engage in jihad in all regions.  This fact badly influences the 
internal situation; it also results in the strengthening of these brethren, and has 
therefore a negative impact on all sides.281

Even the Palestinians have rejected Saudi meddling as being too confrontational and violent.  
Unfortunately, as in so many other cases, these protests were apparently too little and too late, 
and we are seeing the results of that fact in the streets of Gaza today.282

Morocco: Moroccan authorities are now struggling to counter the influence of the Wahhabi 
movement in that country, which has been spearheaded by the militant group Salafiya Jihadia 
and its spiritual leader Mohamed Fizazi.283 The Asia Times recounted how the movement first 
gained a foothold in Morocco:

The Wahhabi doctrine preached by Fizazi, at odds with Morocco’s more open 
Malekite rite, has been tolerated, even encouraged by the state for about two 
decades, analysts say.  The imported Saudi doctrine was key in preventing the 
spread of two other forms of Islamism [which threatened the current political 
regime] . . . Furthermore, Morocco suffered the drawback of important financial 
aid from Saudi Arabia, and had no political choice other than to “import” the 
Wahhabi doctrine, which was radical yet non violent at that time. 

This tacit encouragement nonetheless became a serious threat to the local regime 
when, following the schism in Saudi Arabia after the Gulf War in 1991, a violent 
branch, the Salafia Jihadia, emerged in Morocco and called for jihad against the 
West and allied governments in order to expel foreign forces from Arab land. 

Radical Wahhabi theorists started to spread their call for jihad in clandestine 
mosques, which escaped the control of local authorities . . . It then became 
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increasingly difficult for the state to control these international imported radical 
doctrines. 284

Once again, the Saudis were able to expand their sphere of influence through political 
opportunism and economic leverage.  

British terrorism expert Alison Pargeter has concurred with that assessment.  She also 
noted that Saudi schooling played an important role in establishing a Wahhabi foothold in 
Morocco: 

In an effort to counter balance the growing power of the Islamists the late King 
Hassan II opened the door to Saudi Arabia that was keen to promote Wahhabism 
inside Morocco.  The Saudis began to channel significant funds into Morocco and 
developed institutions to spread their own propaganda, including setting up 
Qu’ranic schools and charitable organizations.  They also brought Moroccans to 
train in Saudi Arabia, thus creating a new generation of radical preachers who had 
been schooled in a rigid interpretation of Islam.  These included [several local 
clerics including] Mohamed Fizazi who were officially sanctioned as imams in 
Morocco.285

Sure enough, Wahhabi terrorism was soon to follow.  On May 16, 2003, five suicide bombers 
simultaneously struck in Casablanca, killing 33 people.  Mohamed Fizazi is now serving a 30-
year sentence in a Moroccan prison for his role in the attacks.286  

Fizazi has also been connected to the Madrid train bombings.  He preached at a mosque 
attended by Jamel Zougam, Mohamed Chaoui and Abelaziz Benyaich, all members of the 
terrorist cell which carried out the attacks.287 In fact, authorities now believe that Fizazi had a 
face-to-face meeting with Zougam in August 2001 in which they discussed clandestine financing 
logistics.288 Zougam, who was identified by Madrid survivors as one of the men who placed 
bombs aboard the trains on the day of the attack, admitted as much in a wiretapped phone 
conversation he had with an accomplice.289  

Fizazi has also been connected to yet another Al Qaeda terrorist attack – September 11.  
He traveled to the same Hamburg mosque frequented by Mohamed Atta and the other members 
of the Hamburg contingent of 9/11 hijackers in the years prior to the attack, where he was 
videotaped imploring his listeners to “fight the Americans,” and declaring that, “The Jews and 
Crusaders must have their throats slit!”290

The Philippines.  Ever since Osama bin Laden sent Mohammed Jamal Khalifa to Southeast Asia 
in 1988 to begin coordinating with local jihadist groups there, the reach of the Wahhabis has 
been constantly expanding across the region.  One of Khalifa’s first projects was financing and 
cultivating the Abu Sayyaf group in the Philippines.  Indeed, one congressional leader in the 
Philippines went so far as to tell The Wall Street Journal, “The Abu Sayyaf wouldn’t exist 
without Khalifa.  They are his creation.”291 And in the last public interview before his death last 
year the founder of Abu Sayyaf, Khaddafy Janjalani, confessed that his organization was kick-
started with millions in Philippine pesos delivered to him by Khalifa.292  

Likewise, in August 2000, one of the Philippines’ leading newspapers interviewed 
another former member of Abu Sayyaf, known by the alias Abu Anzar, about the role Saudi-
based charities had played in funding terrorism in that country.  They reported:
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In an interview with the Inquirer, Anzar said the IIRO was used by Bin Laden and 
Khalifa to distribute funds for the purchase of arms and other logistical 
requirements of the Abu Sayyaf in the guise of relief and livelihood projects for 
Muslim communities in Mindanao. 

“Only 10 to 30 percent of the foreign funding goes to the legitimate relief and 
livelihood projects and the rest go to terrorist operations,” Anzar added. . . .

Anzar said this allowed the Abu Sayyaf to sustain their operations.  The more 
they engaged in terrorism, the more financial support poured in from Bin Laden 
and Khalifa.293

The report went on to note that Philippine intelligence had already confirmed much of Abu 
Anzar’s account.294 Another Saudi-based charity, the Al Haramain Foundation, has also drawn 
official attention.  As U.S. News & World Report recounted, “At Manila's international airport, 
authorities stopped Agus Dwikarna, an al Haramain representative based in Indonesia.  In his 
suitcase were C4 explosives.”295

The end result of these efforts is clear.  In the years since Khalifa first arrived in the 
Philippines, Abu Sayyaf would go on to slaughter 54 people in the Christian village of Ipil in 
1995.296 In 2001, they kidnapped and beheaded an American tourist named Guillermo Sobero.  
In 2002, they detonated five bombs in Zamboanga City, killing 22 people including a U.S. 
serviceman.297 And in 2004, The Boston Globe reported that, “a terrorist bombing on the scale of
the Madrid attacks was averted in Manila with the arrest last week of four members of Abu 
Sayyaf, an Al Qaeda splinter group, and the seizure of 36 kilos of TNT.”298  

Along with Khalifa, other Saudis have also taken part in the effort to spread Islamic 
violence in the region.  In January 2005, a Saudi national named Mohammad Abdullah Sughayer 
was arrested upon his arrival in Zamboanga City and subsequently expelled from the country.  
Military authorities discovered that he had made contact with key members of Abu Sayyaf, and a 
captured gunman from the group identified Sughayer as one of their financiers.299 Al Qaeda also 
helped the Moro Islamic Liberation Front establish a training camp in the Philippines known as 
Camp Abumakar.300 One of the military trainers sent to the camp was a Saudi national known as 
Al-Maki Ragab.  He would eventually die in a suicide attack on a Philippine military installation 
in October 1997, apparently in an effort to set an inspiring example for his Filipino trainees.301  

Spain:  On March 11, 2004, a series of ten backpack bombs detonated inside the trains of the 
Madrid mass transit system.302 The bombs killed 191 people, and wounded another 1,900.303  
One of the suspected architects of the attack, an Egyptian jihadist named Rabei Osman Ahmed, 
was subsequently tracked down and arrested in Italy.304 In a series of wiretapped phone 
conversations, Ahmed was overheard boasting to one prospective recruit that, “The Madrid 
attack was my project.  And those who died as martyrs, those were my very dear friends.”305  
Authorities have also connected Ahmed to the Tunisian ringleader of the cell that carried out the 
attacks, Serhane Ben Abdelmajid Fakhet, who blew himself up along with seven other cell 
members when they were cornered by police in a Madrid apartment.306 In the wiretapped 
conversations, Ahmed also revealed his financial benefactor while operating in Spain in the years 
leading up to the attack – Sheikh Salman al-Awdah, a former university professor from Saudi 
Arabia.307 Ahmed was overheard telling a prospective terrorist recruit, “I worked for him in 
Spain.  I did really well in that period.”308 At the time, Al-Awdah was already known to have 
been a personal friend of Osama bin Laden.309 In fact, in one of his videotaped statements Bin 
Laden praised Al-Awdah for his work “enlightening” Muslim youths.310 As noted above, yet 
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another key player in the Madrid bombings, Jamel Zougram, has been linked to Saudi-backed 
Wahhabis in his native Morocco. 

Saudi connections to the Madrid train bombings aren’t the only troubling reports to come 
out of Spain recently.  Spanish authorities have also exposed a prominent Syrian expatriate 
named Mohammed Ghaleb Zouaydi, who arrived in Spain from Jeddah in 1998.  He had lived in 
Jeddah for several years and established a sophisticated business practice there.311 At one point 
he reportedly worked directly for the Saudi royal family.312 Once in Spain, he quickly expanded 
the operations of his investment and trading company in that country, a move he had already 
started laying the groundwork for while he was still residing in the Kingdom.313 It wasn’t long 
after September 11 that Zouaydi began attracting official attention.  As The New York times 
reported:

Spanish and American investigators believe that hundreds of thousands of dollars 
flowed from Saudi Arabia into the accounts of Spanish companies that were used 
as conduits for money to Al Qaeda and other radical Islamist groups, law 
enforcement and intelligence officials said . . . [including] a Saudi trading and 
investment company that sent nearly $700,000 to Spain between 1996 and 2001. 
The company was run by Mohamed Zouaydi, who was charged earlier this year in 
Spain with raising money for a Qaeda cell there that operated throughout Europe 
and the Middle East.314

Indeed, U.S. and Spanish investigators found that Zouaydi’s business front had been using some 
of the exact same techniques that other notorious Saudi-based charities and business fronts had 
used in order to finance Islamic extremists while avoiding official attention.  The Times
continued:

Spanish officials said Mr. Zouaydi's companies had two purposes: to launder 
money sent to the Spanish cell from abroad, and to generate new funds. These 
were used to send recruits to fight as mujahedeen in places like Chechnya and
Bosnia and to support Islamic radicals around the world. 
Accordingly, Spanish court documents indicate, Mr. Zouaydi and Mr. Galyoun 
kept two sets of books. One was used for official purposes like their tax returns. 
Another kept track of unofficial expenditures, including donations made to 
radicals and terrorists. 
“There was a double accounting system,” one Spanish investigator said, “and 
there was money that came from abroad and was mixed between the real business 
projects and the donations for jihad.”315

In particular, the investigation found a $225,000 transfer from Zouaydi to the Belgium 
representative of the Global Relief Foundation, one of the charity fronts used by Al Qaeda whose 
assets have been frozen by the U.S. Treasury Department.316 Although Zouaydi was ultimately 
convicted in Spain of being a member of a terrorist organization, financial fraud and document 
falsification, he was only sentenced to nine years in prison.317

Sudan: After a decade of relative peace, civil war was re-ignited in Sudan in 1983 when the 
Islamic fundamentalist government in Khartoum tried to impose sharia law over the entire 
country, just as it existed in Saudi Arabia.318 Since then, nearly two-and-a-half million people 
have been killed in the fighting, first in the South between the Islamist regime in Khartoum (led 
by the National Islamic Front) and southern Christians and Animists, and more recently in 
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Darfur as the same jihadist regime has begun targeting non-Wahhabi Muslims to the east.319 And 
throughout it all, Saudi Arabia has been the principal supporter of the Islamist regime in its 
neighbor across the Red Sea.  The relationship dates back decades, and has often taken the form 
of direct military aid.  

According to a report on Sudan by The Library of Congress, Saudi Arabia became 
Sudan’s primary source of investment capital in the 1970’s.320 In particular, the Saudis worked 
directly with the emerging National Islamic Front (the “NIF”).  The report recounted:

The Faisal Islamic Bank, whose principal patron was the Saudi prince, 
Muhammad ibn Faisal Al Saud, was officially established in Sudan in 1977 by the 
Faisal Islamic Bank Act.  The “open door” policy enabled Saudi Arabia, which 
had a huge surplus after the 1973 Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) increases in the price of petroleum, to invest in Sudan.  Members of the 
Muslim Brotherhood and its political arm, the National Islamic Front, played a 
prominent role on the board of directors of the Faisal Islamic Bank, thus 
strengthening the bank’s position in Sudan.321

Through the 1980’s, “Saudi Arabia provided Sudan with military aid, concessionary loans, 
outright financial grants, and oil at prices well below the cost of petroleum in the international 
market.”322 Included in the military aid were an assortment of cargo planes and helicopters, 
seventy American-made tanks, and thousands of light military vehicles.323  

Saudi military support continued through the 1990’s, as well.  For example, Human 
Rights Watch came across crates of anti-personnel mines being shipped into Sudan in 1998.  
Their report on Sudan went into detail on what they found: 

During a July 1997 visit to SPLA-held areas in southern Sudan, Human Rights 
Watch found numerous Belgian PRB M3 plastic antitank mines in crates that 
were marked: “Ministry of Defence and Aviation, Dammam - Saudi Arabia, Exp. 
5202, Package No. 12030.”  In 1996, the government of Saudi Arabia declared, in 
response to a U.N. resolution seeking the views of member states on illicit arms 
transfers, that “there is no illicit transfer of arms through Saudi Arabia.”  Taking 
this statement at face value, and given the Ministry of Defense marking on the 
crates, the implication is that this particular shipment was an official one, 
authorized by the government.  In 1995 a U.S. company owned by an unnamed 
Saudi was said to have shipped to Sudan $120 million in arms, including 
howitzers, mortars and tank ammunition, according to published reports.324

Connecting Saudi financial and military support with the horrific bloodshed across Sudan, one
observer stated bluntly:

In Sudan, the Saudis bankrolled the National Islamic Front (NIF), founded by the 
Muslim Brotherhood.  Thus far, the NIF has starved or slaughtered as many as 
two million Christians, Muslims, and animists.  In the case of the Nuba, an 
indigenous south Sudanese community, the NIF attempted an authentic 
genocide.325

The close ties between the government of Saudi Arabia and the extremist regime in Khartoum 
have continued in the post-9/11 era.  In November 2002, just prior to the start of the current jihad 
in Darfur, the governments of Saudi Arabia and Sudan signed a comprehensive “cooperation 
agreement” to facilitate their special economic and cultural relationship.326 However, the 
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influence Saudi Arabia holds over Sudan goes far beyond mere economic aid and geo-political 
maneuvering.

Anthropologist Victoria Bernal observed first-hand how Saudi Arabia’s superior 
economy and domineering ideology have radicalized the Sudanese on a local level, as well.  
Focusing on the perceptions and attitudes she found in a single Sudanese village, she wrote:

From the mid-1970s through the 1980s, [the village of] Wad al-Abbas’s 
incorporation into the global economy was mediated primarily by Saudi Arabia.  
The Saudi kingdom exerted influence on Sudan at the national level by pressuring 
then-President Numeiri to institute shari‘a law in 1983 and funding opposition 
groups like the Muslim Brotherhood.  At the same time, Saudi Arabia attracted 
ordinary Sudanese from all walks of life as labor migrants.  Villagers from Wad 
al-Abbas found work in Saudi Arabia as truck drivers, electricians, factory 
workers and sales clerks.  The national economic and identity crises of Sudan and 
the labor migration of villagers to Saudi Arabia were catalysts for change, 
stimulating the rise of “fundamentalist” Islam in the village.327

And this influence continues to this day.  For example, in January 2002, WAMY announced the 
opening of 28 new Wahhabi mosques in Sudan.328 But the people of Sudan have also been the 
target of an even more alarming “outreach” program originating from the Kingdom.

Osama bin Laden moved his operations to Sudan in 1991, and remained there until he 
was forced out in 1996 in the aftermath of a botched assassination attempt against Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak.329  While in Sudan, Al Qaeda worked closely with the NIF and its 
military arm—the jihadist militia known as the Popular Defense Force (“PDF”).  According to 
documents filed in federal court by the U.S. Justice Department:

Al Qaeda agreed to train the PDF in guerilla warfare tactics for the “civil” war in 
Southern Sudan against Christians and animists.  In addition, al Qaeda . . . 
obtained weapons for the PDF and the Sudanese with al Qaeda funds–in one 
instance, obtaining thousands of [Russian-made] Kalashnikov weapons for use by 
the PDF.  Abu Hajer [a prominent Al Qaeda operative] also advised an al Qaeda 
member then in the Sudan that al Qaeda was seeking to develop chemical 
weapons in an area near Khartoum.  In part, the weapons were to be used by the 
PDF in the civil war.330

Al Qaeda even augmented Sudan’s intelligence services.  As Khartoum welcomed jihadist 
trainees from around Africa and the Middle East, Al Qaeda would screen new arrivals for 
possible spies.331

Moreover, there have been recent indications that Al Qaeda still maintains an important 
presence in Sudan.  In the wake of the U.S. military incursion into Afghanistan in 2001, Al 
Qaeda and the Taliban were reported to have smuggled their gold reserves to Sudan.332 Indeed, it 
appears that Al Qaeda’s financial apparatus in Sudan remained intact long after Osama bin 
Laden left.  Adel Batterjee, the wealthy Saudi businessmen with a well-known career in terrorist 
financing, established an office for his Saudi-based charity front in Sudan shortly after Bin 
Laden arrived.333 As The Chicago Tribune reported:

Batterjee’s charity aids bin Laden supporters who are training Sudanese soldiers 
to battle Christian rebels, according to court filings by Enaam Arnaout, 
Batterjee’s right-hand man.  The U.S. claims the charity followed bin Laden to 
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Sudan specifically to aid Al Qaeda.  Batterjee was chairman of Al Shamal Islamic 
Bank in the capital of Khartoum as recently as 2002.  The U.S. alleges that years 
before Batterjee became chairman, bin Laden invested $50 million in the bank – a 
claim the bank has denied.334

Not surprisingly, now that its training camps in Afghanistan have been destroyed, Al Qaeda 
operatives have begun to reestablish them elsewhere.  In May 2003, seventeen Saudis were 
caught running a terrorist training camp in northern Sudan.335 And in January 2004, The 
Telegraph reported:

American special forces teams have been sent to Sudan to hunt down Saudi 
Arabian terrorists who have re-established secret al-Qa’eda training camps in 
remote mountain ranges in the north-eastern quarter of the country. . . . An 
American Delta Force officer, who recently spent a week in Sudan tracking the 
terrorists, said the camps are used to train new recruits to wage jihad, or holy war, 
against the West and its allies.  The trainees are instructed how to handle weapons 
and build and transport bombs.
The officer said it was proving difficult to pin the terrorists down. “We have a 
read on the rat-lines and the wider camp areas, but these are shifting camps in a 
very spread out part of the country.  Our job is to tie them down tighter and 
tighter.  They are moving pretty easily from their base points to the Red Sea coast, 
and then back and forth to Saudi.”336

Reviewing Wahhabism’s impact on Sudan, through the meddling of both the Saudi government 
and Al Qaeda itself, ultimately leads to the current crisis in Darfur.

Wahhabi xenophobia and jihadism have directly contributed to the horrific violence in 
Darfur.  While many have interpreted the bloodshed as being driven primarily by racial and 
ethnic animosities rather than religion, Nina Shea of the Center for Religious Freedom has 
explained the sectarian nature of the conflict.  She writes:

In both the south and in Darfur, the policies of the regime — which is an Arab 
Islamist military dictatorship — against ethnic African villagers have had racial 
and ethnic overtones and involved struggles over resources.  But more 
significantly, the regime has been motivated in both cases by a radical Islamist 
agenda.  [Gen. Omar Hassan al-]Bashir attempted to Islamicize and Arabize the 
south through the forcible imposition of sharia (Islamic law).  He launched, by his 
own definition, a “jihad” against the south when it resisted. 
Though the tribes of Darfur are Muslim, they are not of the hardline Salafist 
movement favored by Khartoum’s National Islamic Front government, an 
offshoot of the radical Muslim Brotherhood (now based in Saudi Arabia after 
being crushed in Egypt, its birthplace).  The Darfur Muslims do not speak Arabic, 
their women wear colorful African garb, and they do not follow the strict criminal 
code of Khartoum’s Wahhabi-style sharia, which calls for the flogging of those 
who drink alcohol, the body-part-amputation of thieves, the stoning of adulterers, 
and the execution of blasphemers. 
For years Khartoum has treated the black, Sufi Muslims of Darfur as second-class 
citizens, systematically discriminating against them in providing development 
opportunities, government services, and positions of power.  When they rebelled 
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against this policy of extreme marginalization, they became — in the view of a 
regime that conflates religion with politics — “apostate.”  Under Islamist rules, 
apostates are to be put to death or taken as slaves.  In 1992, six pro-government 
Sudanese imams issued a fatwa making this explicit: “An insurgent who was 
previously a Muslim is now an apostate and a non-Muslim is a non-believer 
standing as a bulwark against the spread of Islam, and Islam has granted the 
freedom of killing both of them.”   Though the fatwa was intended at that time for 
the Muslims of the central Nuba province and the Christians and animists of the 
south, it equally applies today to the Muslims of Darfur.337

In other words, Wahhabism is the ideology driving the massacre of Sufi Muslims in Darfur, just 
as it once drove the massacre of Shiites and Sufis in Afghanistan and Algeria, and just as it is 
doing so in Iraq today.  

Osama bin Laden himself seems to have confirmed as much in an April 2006 audiotape 
in which he lashed out at a plan to insert U.N. peacekeepers into the region to stop the violence.  
He declared, “I call on mujahedeen and their supporters, especially in Sudan and the Arab 
peninsula, to prepare for a long war against the crusader plunderers in western Sudan.”338  
Moreover, by the time Bin Laden made this threat, the number of people killed in Darfur was 
already estimated at 180,000, almost all of them Muslims.339 And nowhere in his statement did 
Bin Laden suggest an alterative way to mitigate that violence.  Why would Bin Laden intervene 
so aggressively in an entirely Muslim-on-Muslim conflict?  The answer is simple – the men, 
women and children of Darfur are the wrong kind of Muslims.
Tanzania and Somalia: Reviewing recent press reports from Tanzania is much like reading a 
how-to-manual on engineering a radical Islamic insurgency – first establish a foothold and then 
push steadily outward.  And once again, Saudi-based Wahhabis are the engineers of this 
endeavor.  As noted in the previous report, the assets of the Al Haramain office in Tanzania have 
now been frozen, due in large part to direct connections between its staffers and the perpetrators 
of the U.S. Embassy bombing in Dar es Salam.340 But Saudi ideologues are taking an active role 
in spreading Wahhabism among the general populace, as well.  According to Western 
intelligence reports cited in Time magazine, the Saudis are spending $1 million dollar a year to 
build mosques and influence the government in Tanzania.341 They have already taken control of 
30 mosques in the capital, and are steadily working to increase that number.342 Newly 
indoctrinated Wahhabi extremists have now begun beating women who are not fully covered in 
public, and bombing public places that serve alcohol.343 “We get money from Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia,” confided one such extremist. “Officially the money is used to buy medicine, but in 
reality the money is given to us to support our work and buy guns.”344  

One of the most recent chapters in the Wahhabis’ global campaign is still unfolding in 
Somalia today, where a group of militias backed by “Islamic courts” briefly took control of 
Mogadishu.  Predictably, Assistant Secretary of State Jendayi Fraser was soon testifying before 
the U.S. Congress that these insurgent groups were being financed by wealthy Saudis.  In June 
2006, she explained, “I don’t want to say the Saudi government is supporting any particular 
(Islamic) court, but I do know that there is money coming in from Saudi Arabia.”345 As always, 
strident intolerance and unspeakable violence were soon to follow the flow of Saudi money.  Just 
a month later, in July 2006, the Associated Press reported that Islamic militants in Somalia had 
opened fire on a room full of unarmed civilians, mostly teenagers.  Two people were killed, 
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including a young girl.  Their crime: watching a World Cup soccer game on TV, which the 
militants had pronounced a violation of Islamic law.346

The United States: Unbelievably, the Saudis have also been using the same insidious tactics to 
spread Wahhabism inside the United States.  However, in the wake of September 11, American 
officials appear to have been more proactive in expelling Saudi demagogues than other nations.  
In January 2004, the U.S. State Department yanked the Saudi-sponsored diplomatic visas of 
sixteen employees of the Institute for Islamic and Arabic Sciences in America due to their 
extremist activities.347 The Institute operates in Fairfax, Virginia as a satellite campus of the Al-
Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University in Riyadh, and was formerly sponsored by the 
Saudi embassy.348 Indeed, former Saudi ambassador Prince Bandar bin Sultan formerly served as 
the chairman of its Board of Trustees.349 The Institute was raided by federal agents in July 2004, 
but apparently is still operating today.350 In the months leading up to the expulsion of the sixteen 
Institute employees, over 50 other people with Saudi diplomatic credentials were quietly forced 
out of the U.S.351 A senior U.S. law enforcement official told The Washington Post that the 
exodus was due to “an ongoing effort to protect the homeland.”352  

In addition, one of the Saudi-sponsored clerics in the U.S. has been arrested by federal 
authorities because of his ties to terrorist financing.353 Somali-born Omar Abdi Mohamed spent a 
significant amount of time in Saudi Arabia during the 1980’s, before traveling to the U.S. with 
Saudi backing.354 Investigators found a number of suspicious circumstances surrounding 
Mohamed’s presence in the U.S., including the fact that he had never actually worked at the 
mosque that sponsored his visa, and the fact that he hid his Saudi government sponsorship from 
U.S. immigration authorities during a routine interview.355 He also received at least $326,000 
from the Global Relief Foundation, a charity designated by the Treasury Department as a 
supporter of global terrorism.356 Much of that money disappeared after Mohamed gave it to an 
operator of the paper-less money transferring system known as hawala.357 Authorities suspect at 
least some of that money made its way into the hands of radical Islamic terrorist groups in 
Somalia.358  

In spite of the best efforts of federal authorities, the Wahhabi agenda continues to be 
advanced in this country.  The Center for Religious Freedom clearly documented as much in 
their seminal report on Wahhabi literature being distributed in the U.S.  The 2005 report states:

The Center for Religious Freedom has gathered samples of over 200 such texts 
over the last twelve months – all from American mosques and all spread, 
sponsored or otherwise generated by Saudi Arabia.  They demonstrate the 
ongoing indoctrination of Muslims in the United States in the hostility and 
belligerence of Saudi Arabia’s hardline Wahhabi sect of Islam. . . . The 
Wahhabism that the Saudi monarchy enforces, and on which it bases its 
legitimacy, is shown in these documents as a fanatically bigoted, xenophobic and 
sometimes violent ideology.  These publications articulate its wrathful dogma, 
rejecting the coexistence of different religions and explicitly condemning 
Christians, Jews, all other non-Muslims, as well as non-Wahhabi Muslims.359

And Saudi efforts to advance Wahhabism in the U.S. go well beyond passing out literature.  As 
The New York Times has reported:

By building mosques across the country, sending Americans to the Middle East to 
be trained as imams and promoting pilgrimages to Mecca, the Saudis have spent 
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hundreds of millions of dollars in an effort to stamp their austere version of Islam 
on the lives of Muslims in the United States. . . . 

That version is called Wahhabism, although the Saudis are loath to use the term in 
referring to their proselytizing in this country.  As practiced in Saudi Arabia, 
Wahhabism denies equal rights to women, and its teachings have inspired the 
violent extremism of Osama bin Laden and the Taliban government that harbors 
him in Afghanistan.
“In America, the Saudis don't call it Wahhabism because they don't want to have 
all the albatrosses associated with the sect,” said Earle H. Waugh, a professor of 
religion at the University of Alberta, who is the author of several books about 
Muslims in North America.  “But they have a strong mission tradition, and they 
have used their money to export their ideology to America.  Wahhabism says that 
Islam is the superior religion and must always be so.”
Mr. Alahmari, the Saudi charity official based in Ann Arbor, estimates that half 
the mosques and Islamic schools in the United States have been built with the 
help of money from Saudi Arabia.  The Saudi royal family has directly 
contributed to the construction of a dozen mosques, including the $8.1 million 
King Fahd Mosque in Culver City, Calif. 

Although the Saudi Embassy official maintained that “there are absolutely no 
strings attached” to Saudi spending, several scholars and American Muslims said 
the money had often involved a quid pro quo. 
“At several mosques around Los Angeles, they would dole out money month by 
month until something happened that they didn’t like, such as boys and girls 
mixing together in religious classes,” said Mr. Akbarut, a member of the Islamic 
Center of Southern California.  He said the Pasadena mosque where he prays had 
refused money from the Saudis.360

Indeed, the King Fahd Mosque in Culver City, California is one of the largest mosques in 
America.361 The former chief imam of that mosque, Fahad al-Thumiary, was expelled from the 
U.S. in May 2003 for his anti-American jihadist rhetoric.362 An accredited Saudi diplomat with 
“a network of contacts in other cities in the United States,” Al-Thumiary is suspected of aiding 
two of the 9/11 hijackers when they first arrived in the U.S.  In particular, he was caught lying to 
federal investigators about his relationship with Omar al-Bayoumi (discussed in Part 1), yet 
another Saudi who is known to have helped the two hijackers get settled in San Diego.363  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The above review is not intended to be exhaustive, and a more definitive examination 
would address the Wahhabi presence in such far flung locales as Cambodia, Comoros, Ethiopia, 
Poland and the Netherlands.364 However, the above examples of how Saudi interlopers, and the 
financial apparatus that supports them, have pushed the sphere of influence of the rabid ideology 
of Wahhabism ever outward should be sufficient to make a few points clear.  The first is that this 
is a complex and multi-tiered effort to infiltrate vulnerable communities, establish a foothold, 
and propagate their ideology through violence and intimidation from there.  Looking over the 
examples above, the same basic program has played itself out in country after country.  



39 Copyright © 2007 WFB

Terrorism expert Stephen Schwartz provided a vivid and compelling description of the 
Wahhabis’ modus operandi in an article written for The Weekly Standard just months after the 
U.S. invasion of Iraq.  He began with the global scope of the agenda:

The Wahhabi power-grab strategy in pursuit of the extremists’ mad dream of 
imposing their “pure” Islam on all Muslims, then launching a jihad against the 
world, begins with indoctrination.  Food, clothing, tents, and other relief supplies 
are distributed only to those willing to take classes in Wahhabi doctrine.  
Preachers are sent from the Gulf states with the mission of Wahhabizing local 
Muslims by opposing “practices of unbelief” alleged to be rife in local Islam.  
These may include friendship with Jews and Christians; acceptance of women’s 
driving or going to school; traditional customs such as visiting graves (hated by 
Wahhabis, who believe gravestones are idols and honoring the dead is 
polytheistic); and devotion to Sufism, the Islamic form of spirituality. 
The next step is the establishment of training centers and camps where 
unemployed youths are trained to fight and lead irregular combat operations, 
especially suicide attacks.  These centers are often directly linked to relief 
distribution points.  Incitement of “martyrdom” against better-equipped, modern 
forces is a key Wahhabi tactic.  Its purpose is to provoke major retaliation. 
Civilian casualties are useful in inciting orphaned and alienated young people to 
join the “struggle.”  A further inducement is the classic offer of stipends for 
recruits’ families if they die in suicide operations.  For the displaced victims of 
war, this may be the only economic reward immediately available. 

Then, crucially, Wahhabi agitators seek to eliminate opposition from local 
religious leaders.  New mosques and madrassas are built with Saudi subsidies and 
staffed exclusively by Wahhabi imams and teachers.  The system of madrassas is 
expanded, where possible to become an independent extremist educational system 
on the Pakistani model, setting neighbor against neighbor and son against father.  
Where necessary, established imams are paid cash to “convert” to Wahhabism.  
Uncooperative imams are boycotted and loudly labeled unbelievers or 
government spies.  Imams who actively oppose the extremists risk their lives—
witness the murder of traditional imams in Chechnya, Daghestan, Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, and other countries.  At least 
200 such murders can be readily documented.  This fact by itself explains why 
anti-Wahhabi imams around the world—even in America—are so reluctant to go 
public. 
Finally, Wahhabi agents often engage in vandalism against local graveyards, 
historic mosques, and the tombs of Muslim saints.  This should be expected in 
Iraq, where the aim will be to provoke conflict between Sunnis and Shias, which 
the Wahhabis will present to the world as Shia aggression against the Sunni 
minority.  This will increase support for the Wahhabis among Sunnis but open the 
door to Iranian military intervention to defend the Shias—the worst possible 
outcome.  Such was the strategy the Wahhabis used against the Shia Hazara 
minority in Taliban-ruled Afghanistan.  It produced massive bloodshed and nearly 
drew Iran into war with the Afghan regime.365
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Observing how this program has played itself out around the world, clearly the Saudis have 
embraced the maxim, “Think globally, Act locally!”  What’s also remarkable is how prophetic 
Schwartz’s description of the sectarian violence in Iraq has been, from the pre-war meddling in 
northern Iraq described by Nabil Musawi, to the attacks on the historic Imam Ali Mosque in 
Najaf and the Golden Mosque in Samara, to the assassination of six Sunni tribal leaders who had 
been actively opposing Al Qaeda just this Summer.366 Indeed, the insurgents who attacked the 
Golden Mosque in February 2006, a gambit which has succeeded in igniting a full-blown civil 
war, have now been identified as a gang of four Iraqis and four Saudis.367 And of course, the 
Bush administration is playing directly into the Wahhabis’ hands by blaming Iranian backed 
Shiites for the carnage in the streets of Baghdad, despite all evidence to the contrary.

Finally, it’s impossible to ignore that much (if not most) of the violence being generated 
by this ideological movement is actually against other Muslims, including Shiites, Sufis, and 
even other Sunnis whose religious traditions differ from those of the Wahhabis.  As terrorism 
expert Steven Emerson observed in congressional testimony:

Using an elaborate network of mosques, schools, “charitable” and “humanitarian” 
organization, and even official diplomatic facilities, Saudi Arabia has for years 
fostered the growth and spread of a militant doctrinal interpretation of Islam.   
The ideology of Wahhabism has been exported not only throughout the Middle 
East, but throughout the world resulting in the indoctrination of anti-American, 
anti-Christian, anti-Semitic and anti-western hatred among new generations of 
militant Islamic youth.  Moderate and secular Muslims are also targeted.  Indeed, 
in looking at the numbers of terrorist victims worldwide at the hands of Islamic 
extremists during the past decade, the largest number of victims have been fellow 
Muslims killed or wounded by militant Islamic groups.368

While Wahhabi ideologues are directly responsible for the murder of thousands of Americans, 
they are just as responsible for the murder of tens of thousands of their fellow Muslims in 
Afghanistan, Algeria, Sudan, and now Iraq.  As Emerson concluded, “Coupled with [Saudi 
Arabia’s] virtually unlimited financial resources, the Wahhabi dawah invariably leads to acts of 
terror against non-Muslims and moderate Muslims alike.”369  

This fact also tragically illustrates the degree to which the Bush administration has 
bungled our strategic response to the attacks on September 11.  In light of the Wahhabi carnage 
visited on their fellow Muslims, we should have easily been able to rally the world’s Shiites, 
Sufis and moderate Sunnis in confronting our mutual enemy. Instead, we have alienated the 
Muslim world by attacking a country which had nothing to do with 9/11.  And 
incomprehensibly, the Bush administration has chosen to treat the Saudis with kid gloves, a 
subject which will be explored in depth later.  Perhaps it is not too late to convince the greater 
Islamic community that we are really on the same side of this global conflict, but we’ve certainly 
made that job much more difficult.  Regardless, we are clearly on a collision course with the 
Wahhabi ideology, and the nation which drives it – the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  
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